
 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 

When I was much younger I was a Boy Scout, troop 88 in Rumford.  I learned a lot and 
had some very good times.  Can you imagine what it would have been like if I was the 
only one in the troop?  Sure, I could go camping on my own, but it certainly wouldn’t have 
been the same.  Many activities our troop did would have been impossible for just one 
person.  In school I played in the band, mostly 2nd clarinet.  I could practice anywhere, but 
just playing my part without the other instruments didn’t sound very interesting. 
 

 The same is true with being a Christian.  Jesus calls us as individuals, but He calls 
us to be a part of His body – the church.  Sure, we can do many Christian activities on 
our own – read the Bible, pray, worship, serve, witness, etc. – but we will miss out on the 
support, encouragement, and learning that comes from being part of the faith community.  
I can do my part, but it will be incomplete without all the other parts.  This is why the 
Scripture calls us to come together regularly. 
 

Henry Drummond put it this way: 
I would remind you that for climbers of the Alps the only way of safety is to fasten each 
other together with a rope, and for you, too, a great way of safety is to join yourself to 
some one else. Ask your companion if he will allow you to draw a little strength from him. 
He will most likely tell you in his next breath that that is just what he is wanting himself, 
and you two together will be stronger than if you had been alone. The young man who 
lives in lonely lodgings and never speaks to any one has a very poor chance of standing 
temptation. Christianity is a social thing; that is one reason why Christ instituted the 
Christian Church and the Sacraments, that there might be a bond of union between all of 
His followers.—.One Thousand Evangelistic Illustrations. 
 

An old question: "Can I be a Christian without joining the church or attending worship?" 
Answer: "Yes, it is possible. But it is something like being: 
A student who will not go to school; 
A soldier who will not join the army; 
A citizen who does not pay taxes or vote; 
A salesman with no customers; 
An explorer with no base camp; 
A seaman in a ship without a crew; 
A businessman on a deserted island; 
An author without readers; 
A football player without a team; 
A politician who is a hermit; 
A scientist who does not share his findings; 
A bee without a hive." 
—Flaming Torch 
 
 The writer to the Hebrews tells us: 
Hebrews 10:25  not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 
one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 
 

 

                        Pastor Leigh 
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Music Ministry will be rehearsing  

Saturday, February 2nd at 10 a.m.  

in the Sanctuary. 

Come, join in joyful song for Jesus! 

      With a very busy 2018 behind us and sev-
eral major projects completed, we need to move 
onto the next big project.  Our church still has the 
original roof plus a second layer of shingles.  The 
past couple of years, shingles have blown off and 
needed to be replaced.  Our church building has 
also had water damage from ice buildups in the gut-
ters. 
 

      Church Mutual Insurance is aware of the 
condition of the roof. They hired two contractors last 
Fall to inspect the chimney that was hit by lighten-
ing.  Our insurance claim was denied, stating the 
chimney was too old.  We probably  will not receive 
any money for damage to our church due to failure 
of the roof. 
 

      There has been preliminary discussion how 
to raise $60,000.00 or more, to strip and replace the 
roof shingles and address any damage under the 
shingles.  Fundraisers and taking out a bank loan 
were mentioned but further discussion is needed. 
 

      Please pray, that God will lead us to make 
the best decisions for the necessary repairs and for 
the financing needed to ensure Phenix Baptist 
Church  will continue to do the work God has en-
trusted to us. 
 

      I am talking about a building, but this is the 
place where we worship and pray together, study 
the Word of God and do outreach to our neighbors. 
Here is verse 1 and 2 from our hymn book page 207 
that says (sings) it better: 
 

We have come to join in worship and adore 
the Lord our God.  Let us come in prayer, 
God to speak His mighty Word. All is vain 
unless the Spirit of the Holy One comes 
down.  Christians pray and holy manna will 
be showered all around. 
 

See them gather all around you, those He 
bought at such a cost: See the weary see 
the hurting, see the lonely, see the lost.  Be 
His hand, and touch the needy: Be His gos-
pel, let it sound! Be His body, and sweet 
manna will be showered all around. 

 

Cheryl 

 

 An Advisory meeting was recently held for 
members of the church committees to discuss what 
are their plans are for 2019.  Check the church cal-
endar for worship services, classes, and upcoming 
events.  As a church family we have many opportu-
nities to worship and work together to celebrate our 
Lord and Savior as a Christian family. 
 
      There are many opportunities for all mem-
bers to get involved with church activities.  There 2 
adult Sunday classes, classes for children and Bible 
Study classes during the week.  Great ways to learn 
about how God wants us to live and worship. 
 
      As busy as we all are, these classes present 
a time to slow down, hear the word of God on a 
more personal level and share our feelings with our 
church family members.  We can learn to be  more 
prepared to deal with everyday life the way God in-
structs us to be.  And bring a friend. 
 
      Looking forward to 2019 and the Blessings 
God has for us. 
 
God Bless.   

Cheryl 



 
 
 
 
 

Robert Dreyer—2nd 
Keith Picard—3rd 
Al Picard—19th 

Hannah Marshall—27th 
 

 

Join us for Movie Night       

Saturday, February 23rd  

at 6:30 p.m. 

 

THE DEACONS 
 

Submitted by  
Jim Plummer 

 

Devotional 
THE TRIUNE GOD MERCIFULLY  

BLESSES HIS CHILDREN 
 

Knowing God, keeping the decrees of God, loving God 
alone without serving other gods — the commands 
within Deuteronomy can be a bit overwhelming, even to 
the point of feeling the weight of works-based righteous-
ness. A reader of the Bible must ask why God wanted 
Moses to emphasize these themes over and over again 
throughout this book, particularly in chapter 6. As 
verses 1 – 3 and 6 – 9 teach, the exhortations in this 
chapter are for the people’s own good and the good of 
their children. Moses calls Israel to love the Lord with all 
of one’s heart, soul and strength (vv. 4 – 5). Total love 
is the ideal. Why? It is for his people’s good. There is no 
better place to be than centering one’s life around the 
law — or teachings — of God because they exist to 
show us the path to blessing and deep joy in knowing 
the Father. Yet, all people know that they often pursue 
other things as their ultimate desire. Why is it so impos-
sible to follow God’s way if we know that it leads to 
blessing and not doing so leads to sorrow? 

Just as the Israelites were enslaved in Egypt, unable to 
alter their circumstances, all people are enslaved to sin 
apart from God interjecting his merciful grace in their 
lives (Eph 2:1 – 10). As this chapter of Deuteronomy 
progresses, it is evident that any commands from God 
to his people are tied closely to the mercy he has 
shown to them (Dt 6:20 – 25). God’s glorious mercy 
takes human sin, placing it on Jesus as the atonement 
for humanity’s inability to love God completely as com-
manded in Deuteronomy 6:5. Jesus has kept the law — 
a requirement to be righteous before God according to 
Deuteronomy 6:25 — and given us the righteousness of 
Jesus himself (Ro 3:21 – 22). This is true because the 
Father draws believers to himself (Jn 6:44), Jesus of-
fers the perfect life and sacrifice for sin, and the Spirit 
guides believers in truth (Jn 16:13). The triune God 
works mercifully on Christians’ behalf to ensure that 
they will experience the blessed experience of living in 
his favor. They do not follow the law of God in order to 
earn his favor but because he has shown favor in his 
mercy. God’s children are freed by God’s gracious 
mercy through Christ to experience the blessing of fol-
lowing God’s desires for us found in the Bible. 

Jesus, thank you for your mercy. Help me to be obedi-
ent to your desires and to love you with all my heart, 
soul and mind. Amen. 

https://my.bible.com/reading-plans 
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   Prayer Concerns  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Praise and Thanksgiving 
175+ years for Phenix Baptist 
 
Prayer Concerns  
Keep our country in prayer 
Stan LaPlante-recovering from hip surgery 
Peter with cancer 
Linda with diverticulitis 
Johnson and Rae Family 
Don Rasmussen with brain tumors on hospice 
Leona Bailey passed unexpectedly-prayers for family 
Emma will come to church 
Lisa Marston with diverticulitis 
Cheryl’s neighbor stage 4 cancer 
Steve’s nephew; Steve’s sister 
Neighbor Kathy on high pain relief meds 
Jen with stage 4 cancer; prayers for her family 
Mike severe pain in shoulder 
Sarah Buxton 
Mrs. Gifford still having health issues 
Armand and Emily for their health 
Continued prayers for my son-in-law Lee 
Jay’s sister-in-law who has cancer 
Gloria prayers for her 
Deb Fernandis mother with cancer 
Grandma Ford has dementia-prayers for improvement 
Laurie has pre-cancer spot; prayers for healing 
Christine with upcoming surgery 
Jim’s friend’s healing 
Mary and Ladan need prayers for healing 
Growth of church; work that needs to be done to church building 
Those struggling with life’s unknown; those with financial difficulties 
Those with mental health issues and their families; those Homeless 
Peter/Linda’s friend John-stage 4 cancer w/chemo-multiple strokes  
Frank with cancer – stage 2  
Our President/all servicemen & women/all in government 
Sean Murphy and children 
Ray Medeiros w/esophageal cancer on Hospice at home 
Janet Mastrobattisto  
Matthew Le Belle 
People with addictions  

Prayer Time – 9:00 A.M. & 10:30 A.M. Sunday Morning 
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A.B. Arnold Church Clerk for 36 

and  

also A Deacon. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Alfred Byron Arnold, son of Ray and Caroline Matilda (Arnold) Arnold, was born on his grandfather's home-

stead in the town of Warwick, Kent county, Rhode Island, October 2, 1842, and began his education in the 

nearby district school. Seventy-six years have since intervened, and for the past quarter of a century he has 

lived in the house which has been the home of his father for eighteen years previous to his death. His educa-

tion, commenced in the district school, was continued in the schools of the village of Coventry; Pierce Acad-

emy, Middleboro, Massachusetts; Providence Conference Seminary of East Greenwich, Rhode Island; Rhode 

Island State Normal School, at Bristol; and Bryant and Stratton Business College. There were periods of 

teaching between these advanced courses; from the year 1861, when he began teaching in the Colvintown 

School, until 1982, he was an educator well known and very highly regarded. His schools in the Pawtucket 

[sic] Valley, beginning with Colvintown, were The Plains and the Potowomut schools, his course at State Nor-

mal School following his service in the last named. The years following the Normal School work he was 

teacher in schools at Slatersville, Hope, Coventry Center, Washington, Anthony, Quinick, Centerville, Chepa-

chet, Middletown, Bristol and Warren, Rhode Island, and Canton, Massachusetts. After two years at Canton, 

he spent one winter as an instructor in Bryant and Stratton's Business College, Providence, going thence to 

Marlboro, Massachusetts, as a principal of the Washington Street School, where he served for three years. 

He then returned to the Pawtuxet Valley and the home farm, but continued teaching in Coventry, Phenix, and 

school in old Warwick. He continued as a teacher until June 1892, then retired, after thirty-one years of active 

service. Two years later, in 1894, his parents died, and upon his shoulders the care of the estate then de-

volved. 

 

For one-year Mr. Arnold was a member of Coventry Town Council, and since 1907 has been a director of the 

Centerville National Bank. Since 1880 he has been a member of the Phenix Baptist Church, and in 1918 was 

elected clerk of the church for the thirty-eighth time. Since 1908 he has been a deacon of the church. 

 

Mr. Arnold is living practically retired but conducts a truck garden in order to occupy his leisure time. Politically 

he is a Republican, and an advocate of prohibition. He married, August 16, 1866, Susan I. Johnson, of War-

wick, Rhode Island, and a daughter of Palmer T. and Isabel (Remington) Johnson. Mr. and Mrs. Arnold are 

the parents of a son and daughter: Alfred Ray, born August 1, 1873, died August 16, 1873; Bel Arnold, born 

May 11, 1875, married, September 22, 1898, Herbert Allen Matteson, of Coventry, Rhode Island; they are the 

parents of one son, Raymond Arnold, born September 15, 1914. 

 

The foregoing record shows Mr. Arnold as a man who has devoted the years of his youthful and matured 

manhood to the furtherance of the cause of education. Although, as with all who labor for the public good, re-

sults are hard to tabulate or even estimate, it is certain that his work was performed in a spirit of devotion, and 

to the thousands of youths who sat under his instruction he has imparted some of his own spirit of loyalty, 

progressiveness and ambition to excel in any task undertaken. 
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Church Facts 
 

From the Historical Sketch of The Phenix Baptist Church 1881! 
 

From the founding of the church in 1842 to 1881 the church had 643 members join 
the church. 
 
 Original members  -25 
 Added by Baptism  -390 
 Added by letter – 220  
 Added by Experience – 29 
 Added by Restoration -11 -660 
 Dismissed – 159 
 Deceased – 110 
 Erased – 137 
 Excluded  - 101 
 Present Number  153 -660  

 
The Pastorate of Rev. L.A. Pope began July 4,1880. 
 
Up to this date ,April 1, 1881, 645 persons have united with the church and while at 
several periods discipline has been considerably relaxed. The number of truly worthy 
members has been large. The largest number at any time was 303. The increase of 
the foreign population at the expense of the native population, and the narrowing of 
the limits of this parish by the establishment of a Baptist Church at Oaklawn and sev-
eral other evangelical churches within a radius of a few miles, have diminished our the 
numbers of the congregation and the likelihood of so large a membership as in the 
past, yet there are multitudes for whose salvation this church is still set and in whose 
accession to its membership may be seen the realization of the old – time power and 
influence. 
 
As to the doctrine the church has been truly Baptist without being rigid. For many 
years a public invitation was given to all baptized believers in good standing  in evan-
gelical churches to participate in the Lord’s Supper. 



  



 

 

New By-Laws for 1925 
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February 2019February 2019  

  

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS         WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS           
 

 
Counters 
February 3—Janet Picard & Ann LeBelle 
February10—Judy Brown & Janice Cook 
February 17—Lora Lynch & Justin Marshall 
February 24—Janet Picard & Ann LeBelle 
 
Worship Nursery 
February 3—Carolyn Lynch & Brian Lynch 
February10—Joan LeBelle & Lora Lynch 
February 17—Ann LeBelle & Makayla Lawrence 
February 24—Lois Wilk & Alex Lynch 
 
Special Music 
February 3—Jim Plummer 
February10—Laurie Johnson 
 

 
Please continue to update the  

Church Master Schedule. 

 
 

LUNCH ON THE 
SQUARE 

February 24 
 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

10:00 Music  
Ministry  
Meeting 

3 

9:00 Prayer Time 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 Prayer Time 
11:00 Worship 

4 

 

5 

6:30  
Bible Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 

6 

10:30  
PBC Study  
Group  
7:00 Deacons 

7 

6:30 Knit &  
Crochet  
Group 

8 9 

7:30 Men’s  
Prayer  
Breakfast at  
Church of the  
Apostles 

10 

9:00 Prayer Time 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 Prayer Time 
11:00 Worship 
Church  
Congregational/
Financial Mtg 
following service 

11 

 

12 

6:30  
Bible Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 

13 

10:30  
PBC Study  
Group  
7:00 PM           
Nominating      
Committee  
Meeting 

14 

6:30 Knit &  
Crochet  
Group 

15 16 

17 

9:00 Prayer Time 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 Prayer Time 
11:00 Worship 

18 

 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S 
DAY 

19 

6:30  
Bible Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 

20 

10:30  
PBC Study  
Group  

21 

6:30 Knit &  
Crochet  
Group 

22 23 

6:30 PBC  
Movie Night 

24 

9:00 Prayer Time 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 Prayer Time 
11:00 Worship 
12:30 FREE Lunch 
Distribution 

25 

 

26 

6:30  
Bible Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 

27 

10:30  
PBC Study  
Group  

28 

6:30 Knit &  
Crochet  
Group 

  



Phenix Baptist Church 
2 Fairview Avenue 
West Warwick, RI 02893-4404 
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Phenix Baptist Church Purpose 

 

 We are called by God to tell everyone about Jesus.   

We invite you into a personal relationship with Him and into our community of  

changed lives where we support each other, praise God together, and share our gifts in love. 


