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What are your goals for the coming year?
Many people make
New Year’s resolutions – lose weight, be less hurried, live a healthier life-style,
etc. These are good intentions, but they often don’t last very long. I wonder if
that’s because the reason we make them are selfish reasons. We’re doing it to
feel better. We look at our lives and think of ways to improve them and then grit
our teeth to try to make the changes we think we need. I would like to suggest a
different way of doing this, by setting just one goal for the new year.

Paul tells us what our goal should always be as Christians:
2 Corinthians 5:9 So we make it our goal to please Him, whether we are at home
6
in the body or away from it.

Special Points of Interest

›

9:30 A.M. Sunday School
11:00 A.M. Worship

This means we take our focus off of ourselves, our wants, our hopes, our
desires, and put God’s desire at the center of our lives. Instead of worrying about
what we will have or what we think we need, Jesus calls us to seek first His kingdom:
Matthew 6:33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all
these things will be given to you as well.
The promise is that when we put God first, He will take care of us.
The amazing thing is, when we do this we will find that our lives will be
better. Not easier or even happier, perhaps, but better in the long run. This is
because God truly desires what is best for us, and He knows what that is far better than we do ourselves. He created us for a purpose, and when we seek to do
His will we will experience fulfillment and satisfaction.

There’s another reason as well for why we should aim to please God
above all else, given in the very next verse as the one telling us what or goal
Luther King, Jr.
should be:
2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Day—Office Closed
Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while
January 26 Bandages in the body, whether good or bad. Paul also says in Romans 14:12, So then,
each of us will give an account of himself to God.
for Babies Buffet/
These words are addressed to Christians, so we must be prepared to answer for
Wakefield Baptist
how we’ve lived. It only makes sense, then, to strive to find out God’s will for us.
9:00 AM
We do this in a number of ways. God’s will is first of all revealed to us in
the Bible. There we find out God’s character, God’s desires for His people, and
January 26 PBC
God’s plan for us as believers. Through prayer we can discover how to apply the
Movie Night 6:30 PM Bible to our own situations. And of course, God has given us the Holy Spirit to be
our Teacher and Guide, and to help us live our lives in ways which please God.
January 27 FREE
So then, for the coming year and for the rest of our lives, my prayer is that
Lunch Distribution
we may all follow Paul’s advise: Ephesians 5:10 and find out what pleases the
12:30 PM
Lord.
January 21 Martin

Pastor Leigh

THE DEACONS
Submitted by Jim Plummer
Legacy Leadership: Wisdom Of The Apostle Paul
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Devotional
Follower-centered, not Self-centered – Part 2
Paul’s follower-centered approach to leading demonstrates the servant-leadership modeled by Jesus
throughout his earthly life. Jesus’ disciples had ample opportunity to observe this, yet, because they were
hardwired to be selfish, they wanted to make sure they would have a favored position in the kingdom of
God. Although the disciples had seen it up close, Jesus had to explicitly discuss the concept of servant
leadership with them on multiple occasions. He turned the prevailing view of leadership upside down when
he told them that that if they really wanted to rule, they would have to first become a servant.
“You know that those who are recognized as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them; and their great men
exercise authority over them. But it is not so among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you
shall be your servant; and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of all. For even the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:42-45)
Despite, his consistent modeling and clear instructions about the servant nature of leadership, the disciples
continued to be focused on their own selfish ambitions. Another debate broke out on the night Jesus was
betrayed. On this occasion, rather than lecturing the disciples, he provided an explicit example by performing a common task that was usually performed by the lowest servant in the household: Jesus washed the
disciples’ feet.
A key question for any leader is this: Are you a self-serving leader or other-centered leader? This distinction is captured in Robert Greenleaf’s “test” for those who want to be other-centered, servant leaders:
“The best test, and most difficult to administer, is this: Do those served grow as persons? Do they, while
being served, become healthier, wiser, freer, more autonomous, more likely themselves to become servants? And what is the effect on the least privileged in society; will they benefit, or, at least, not be further
deprived.” (Greenleaf, 1977, The Servant as Leader, pp 13-14)
The foundation of this test is the idea of pure motive discussed earlier in this plan. Paul was serving his followers by exhorting, encouraging and imploring them to grow in Christ-likeness – to “walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.” This emphasis on their growth provides the
basis for the real measure of a leader’s effectiveness.
Legacy Leaders embrace the principles of servant-leadership and understand that the conscious choice to
lead comes after the desire to serve. This inclination is not natural. It must be energized by continuous reliance on the empowering presence of God’s Spirit
Reflect and Act on the questions:
 Are you using the power inherent in your position to serve others or to serve yourself?
 Are you using the resources at your disposal to advance your personal agenda or to create an environment where others can thrive?
 What would servant leadership look like in each sphere of your life?
 What hindrances do expect to encounter as you implement servant leadership?
What is something specific you could do today to implement servant leadership?
https://my.bible.com
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Prayer Concerns

Remember January 21st

JANUARY 2019
WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS
Special Music
January 27—Steve Sacchetine
Worship Nursery
January 6—Ann LeBelle & Brian Lynch
January 13—Lois Wilk & Lora Lynch
January 20—Janice Cook & Makayla Lawrence
January 27—Judy Brown & Lora Lynch
Counters
January 6—Janet Picard & Ann LeBelle
January 13—Janet Picard & Judy Brown
January 20—Lora Lynch & Justin Marshall
January 27—Janet Picard & Ann LeBelle
LUNCH ON THE SQUARE
January 27th
Jim Plummer & Steve Sacchetine

Lunch on the Square Needs
Donations needed to lunch on square for
next month…
Loaf of Bread
3 cans of tuna
3 -4 cans of soup depending on size,
Dainty More Beef Stew is great !
Chips & A Desert if Possible
Also this is a way for someone to make donation
to a local mission. Again, thank you for your
support!

Praise and Thanksgiving
175+ years for Phenix Baptist
Walter and Clara 64 years married!
Praise for Laurie’s treatment on her fall
Congratulations Jennifer McNally on purchase of new
home!
Prayer Concerns
Continued prayers for my son-in-law Lee-surgery was
Thursday; now in ICU
Victims and those affected by tsunami in Indonesia
Jay’s sister-in-law who has cancer
Gloria prayers for her
Deb Fernandis mother with cancer
Grandma Ford has dementia-prayers for improvement
Those morning the loss of loved ones, especially at this
time of year
Steve’s niece’s surgery went well; prayers for continued
healing
Patrick who will be going to Albany NY for school
Laurie has pre-cancer spot; prayers for healing
Peter with pneumonia
Cheryl’s neighbor
Aaron’s other grandmother Carmen is 101; fell broke
arm and leg-in hospital
Christine with upcoming surgery
Jim’s friend’s healing
Jennifer McNally divorce pending; soon moving back to
RI
Mary and Ladan need prayers for healing—they are in
pain
Growth of church; work that needs to be done to church
building
Those struggling with life’s unknown; those with financial difficulties
Those with mental health issues and their families;
those Homeless
Steve’s sister
Peter and Linda’s friend John-stage 4 cancer w/chemomultiple strokes
Frank with cancer – stage 2 – going in for multiple tests
Our President/Country/all servicemen & women/all in
government
Sean Murphy and children
Steve’s nephew
Ray Medeiros w/esophageal cancer on Hospice at
home
Janet Mastrobattisto
Matthew Le Belle
People with addictions
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Music Ministry Rehearsal will be
on Saturday, January 5th at 10
a.m. in the Sanctuary.
From the Deacon’s:
I included this last month as I thought it a
wonderful Idea to help our local Food cupboard
out during the Advent Season, and I would like
to continue it on a monthly basis, I personally
have had to use the Food Cupboard out numerous times. It is all about helping our Fellow man
out .

Join us in making a joyful noise
unto the Lord.
We accept all newcomers.
We love suggestions, too.

Blessings,

Jim
9th—Judy Brown
15th—Charlie Whitford
22nd—Brad Davide
22nd—Wendy Picard
24th—Florence Lawrence
29th—Charlene Poplis

11th—Harold & Carol Ennis

Movie Night will be January 26 at 6:30
p.m. in Fellowship Hall!
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Pastor Peed
Pastor Peeds pastorate was a very short one, he resigned on November 10 th, 1893. Here is his resignation letter to the church.
To the Phenix Baptist Church of Phenix R.I.
Dear Brethren,
Being fully convinced that I cannot do the work that I would like to do among you and which I
Expected to do when I became your pastor, I hereby resign the pastorate office, said resignation
to take effect Monday November 20,1893.
Very Sincerely yours
T. Richard Peeds
Sunday November 26th,1893
After the Sunday service the church voted that the standing committee supply the pulpit for the next service on the 26th and that the chairman of the meeting procure a pulpit committee to be appointed at
that time.
November 26th – The pulpit committee appointed Mrs. T.J. Hoxie, N.E. Kendall and A.B. Arnold as a
pulpit committee
November 1893
The Treasury showed a balance of $10.00
The Pastor retired from the meeting and E.C. Capwell was chosen President Protem.
It was moved and seconded that the Pastor’s resignation be accepted and to take effect immediately,
this was discussed at length and the vote was negative. The church voted to accept the pastor’s
resignation as written.
1894
March 25,1894
The Church voted to vote on Brother L. Ostler of Providence as a candidate for Pastor.
The Fourteenth Pastor was Reverend L. Ostler who came on May1,1894 and stayed until the fall of
1897. To date his pastorate is the longest of this period. The Christian Crusaders were invited to
hold meetings in our church. The holy Spirit manifested His presence from the beginning and a revival of soul saving power was the result. It was not only a benefit to our church but to other
churches around the region. Many remembered the work of grace for many years. Twenty-seven
new souls were added to the church during Rev. Ostler’s pastorate. Brother Ostler had to resign because of ill health, and it was with sincere regret that the church accepted his resignation.
April 1894
The church voted (28 to 5) to call Bro. Ostler to be the next Pastor at a salary of $700. Per year and the
proceeds of the parsonage.
April 1894 Covenant Meeting
It was voted to have the covenant meeting every month instead of the Tuesday evening meeting. It was
voted to allow the Pastor of four Sundays in the year.
May 14, 18194 Annual Meeting
Meeting opened with singing and prayer by the Pastor. The treasurers report was read and approved.
The meeting than elected officers for the ensuing year, the same officers were elected as in previous
years. Brother H.P. Bates was chosen to fill the vacancy on the standing committee, to examine
candidates for the admission to the church.
The hour of the preaching service was by vote changed from 11 A.M TO 10:45 A.M.
May 1894 – It was voted to have the covenant meeting this month on Wednesday evening instead of
Tuesday evening.
May 30, 1894 – At the Covenant meeting these people were received to membership by letter: Mrs.
Lizzie Chase from the Baptist church in Exeter, Miss Flora McPherson First Baptist Providence, Mr.
Elmer E. Page and his wife Mrs. Annie B. Page Jefferson Street Baptist Church Providence, and
Mrs. Mercie Ann Parker by experience.

6

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
10:30 PBC
Study Group
7:00 Deacons

3
6:30 Knit &
Crochet
Group

4

5
10:00 Music
Ministry Meeting

9
10:30 PBC
Study Group

10
6:30 Knit &
Crochet
Group

11

12

16
10:30 PBC
Study Group

17
6:30 Knit &
Crochet
Group

18

19

23
10:30 PBC
Study Group

24
6:30 Knit &
Crochet
Group

25

26
9:00 AM
Bandages for
Babies Breakfast
Buffet
Wakefield Baptist

HAPPY
NEW YEAR!

6
9:00 Prayer Time
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Prayer Time
11:00 Worship

7

13
9:00 Prayer Time
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Prayer Time
11:00 Worship

14

20
9:00 Prayer Time
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Prayer Time
11:00 Worship

21

27
9:00 Prayer Time
9:30 Sunday School
10:30 Prayer Time
11:00 Worship
12:30 FREE Lunch
Distribution

8
6:30
Bible Study
Girl Scouts
(3-4:30 PM)

15
6:30
Bible Study
Girl Scouts
(3-4:30 PM)

Martin
Luther
King, Jr.
Day

28

22
6:30
Bible Study
Girl Scouts
(3-4:30 PM)

6:30 PBC Movie
Night
29
6:30
Bible Study
Girl Scouts
(3-4:30 PM)

30
10:30 PBC
Study Group

31
6:30 Knit &
Crochet
Group
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Phenix Baptist Church Purpose
We are called by God to tell everyone about Jesus.
We invite you into a personal relationship with Him and into our community of
changed lives where we support each other, praise God together, and share our gifts in love.

