
Dear friends in Christ, 
 

I don’t know about you, but it seems to me that we have been witnessing 
recently a deteriorating of our society.  Over the last few years there has been an 
increase in mass shootings (as of 5/21/18 there have been 101 in the U.S. just 
this year), in expressions of racial prejudice, and in economic inequality.  This is 
combined with decreases in funding for social welfare programs and for educa-
tion, in protections for the environment, and in religious commitments. 
 

There are many reasons for the above, which I cannot go into here, but I would 
like to look at one: the disconnect between what people, including Christians, pro-
fess and how they behave.  Many people say they believe in the Bible, but when 
asked about putting it into practice in daily life the picture is a bit different.  Here is 
what Paul says we are to be like as followers of Jesus Christ: 
 

Colossians 3:11–12 Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised 
or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ 
is all, and is in all. Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and 
dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience.  
 

Are our lives characterized by compassion and kindness, do we demonstrate hu-
mility, do we have patience?   Jesus calls us to love our enemies, not strike out at 
them; to house the homeless, not turn them away (Matt. 25:35). 
 

Paul also warns us of what will mark society as we get near the end: 
 

2 Timothy 3:1–5 But mark this: There will be terrible times in 
the last days. People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of 
money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, with-
out self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, 
rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— 
having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing 
to do with them.  
 

Granted, we have seen these things happening since Paul’s day, but I wonder if 
today they are becoming increasingly more common. 
 

You may ask what can be done?  If any slowing down of these trends is to take 
place it will begin with each of us striving to live our lives as genuine followers of 
Christ.  We must not allow prejudice and fear to control us, but rather be willing to 
reach out and help those in need.  It will also take trying to make sure that the 
people who represent us on state and national levels reflect these values, even if 
they may not be Christian themselves. 
 

My hope and prayer is that we may see at least some return to being a caring, 
compassionate country. 

                                           Pastor Leigh 

Special Points of Interest 

 

› June 1-2 Tri-State 

ABW Spring           

Conference/Camp 

Canonicus 

› June 2 PBC Yard/

Rummage Sale         

(8:00 AM—1:00 PM) 

› June 10 Children’s Day 

&  All Church  Picnic 

› June 14 Flag Day 

› June 17 Father’s Day 

› June 18 BLOOD 

DRIVE (4-7 PM) 

› June 24 FREE Lunch 

Distribution 12:30 PM 

› June 27 ABW 

Women’s Banquet 
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JOIN US 
Saturday, June 2, 2018 
8:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. 



 
 
 

Galactic  

Starveyors 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Vacation Bible School 

 

As kids search the visible to discover the invisible, they will dis-

cover that the God who created everything there is wants a rela-

tionship with them! Kids will learn that God had a plan to restore 

the relationship He knew we would break from the beginning. 

 

Exploration begins: 
 

July 16-20  9 am-12 noon 
 

Phenix Baptist Church 
2 Fairview Ave. West Warwick, RI 02893 

 
 

For more information, call:                         401-821-1618__________ 

 

or email:                                             phenixbc@verizon.net__________ 
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http://elbuhoanacleto.blogspot.com/2013_01_01_archive.html
http://mumsgather.blogspot.com/2011/04/seeing-stars.html


 
 

Each year nearly 300 families stay at the 
Ronald McDonald House of Providence 
and an additional 1,900 enjoy the comforts of 
the Family Room. 
 

The House supports families with children 
from birth to 21 years old who are hospitalized 
or receive major medical treatment at nearby 
hospitals. 
 

The Ronald McDonald House of Providence 
provides programs that directly improve the 
health and well-being of hospitalized children 
and their families. Our programs allow families 
to spend additional time with a sick child, help 
ease financial burdens, provide a sense of 
normalcy and keep families together during 
times of medical crisis. 
 

One way you can help The Ronald McDonald 
House continue these programs is by donat-
ing Pop Tabs. 
 

Pop Tab Fun Facts:  

 It takes 1,280 pop tabs to make one pound 

We receive approximately 70 cents per pound 
 

Collecting Pop Tabs is an easy way to help 
the Ronald McDonald House. In fact, it is a 
great way to teach kids about philanthropy 
and the importance of recycling, while they 
raise funds to help children and their families 
at the same time. 
 

The Ronald McDonald House collects pop 
tabs because they are pure high-quality alumi-
num, unlike cans, which consist of aluminum 
and other alloys. Tabs are also easier to store 
and more sanitary than whole cans. 
 

A container is located on the shelf in the 
church narthex for your pop tab contribu-
tions.  Thank you! 
 

Martha Buxton  4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Submitted by Jim Plummer 
 
 

This June My goal is to ride 500 miles and to 
raise $500.00 to help fight CHILDRENS’S 
CANCER.  
 
If you like to help sponsor me in this effort and 
donate, please ask me how. 
 

Thank you, 

                    Jim Plummer 

https://rmhprovidence.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Pop-Tabs-Info-3-29-17.pdf
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Look Hard 
by Martha Buxton 

See him there 
a filthy man 
holding out 

an empty can. 
 

See her pass 
trying to cope 
searching for 
a little hope. 

 
See them bent 

from hunger pains 
wearing clothes 

tattered and stained. 
 

See the hurting 
and despised 
now see Him 

with crying eyes. 
 

See His Face 
and nail-pierced hands 

do now as  
the Lord commands. 

 
Seek the lost 

the hungry feed 
be the help 

to those in need. 
 

For He came 
God's only Son 
for you, for me, 
for everyone. 

 

 

Joey Belle—2nd 

Carol Ennis—9th 

Gail Fraser—14th 

Matthew Buxton—16th 

Daniel Lawrence, Jr.—17th 

Helen Brown—20th 

 Michael Manish—30th 

Laurie & Leigh Johnson 
        June 21st 
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JUNE 2ND: 
 
The Music Ministry Team Meeting is on 
June 2.  Prayers that everyone can be there 
at 10 a.m. 

 
 

Lunch on The Square 
Schedule 

 
 

I would like to thank all the folks who volun-
teered to do lunch on the square every 
month.  This is an important mission we do in 
our community. I would also like to draw your 
attention to the new schedule which has 
been Posted by the office door, and to check 
it every now and then to see when you’re on 
the square. 
 

Here is the team for June: 
 

Jim & Steve   6/24/18 
 

I will try to post it every month here in The 
Builder and make an announcement in 
church. 
 

In His service, 
Always 

Jim Plummer 

  

  

  

JUNE 2018JUNE 2018  

WORSHIP  PARTICIPANTSWORSHIP  PARTICIPANTS  
 
 

 
Children’s Chat 
June 3—Judy Brown 

 
Counters  
June 3—Lora Lynch & Justin Marshall 
June 10—Janet Picard & Ann LeBelle 
June 17—Judy Brown & Janice Cook 
June 24—Lora Lynch & Justin Marshall 
 
Ushers 
June 3—Martha Buxton & Carolyn Lynch 
June 10—Brian Lynch & Makayla Lawrence 
June 17—Alex Lynch & Kaleb LaCroix 
June 24—Aaron Becker & Dwayne Mariano 
 

 
LUNCH ON THE SQUARE June 24 

Team:  Jim & Steve   
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Praise and Thanksgiving 

175+ years for Phenix Baptist     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Prayer Concerns    

Walter Lawrence with health issues 

Patrick going to job corp 

Steve’s sister-for doctor to find out what is wrong 

Lora’s friend with anxiety 

Alexis as she goes to court 

Believers around the world 

Janet Mastrobattisto in hospital with UTI and uncontrollable diabetes 

Stan out of hospital and now home (had congestive heart failure) 

Nadine suffering with sciatica 

Andrew Tack in Navy with back problem 

John Johnson who had surgery for diverticulitis 

Sharon Burr undergoing chemo treatments 

Kathy who may have to have her leg amputated 

Donna healing from surgery for brain tumor (Evelyn’s friend) 

James Sangster-pancreatic cancer 

Deb Paulo diagnosed with pancreatic cancer 

John Hagan-cancer spread to lymph nodes 

Kenny Gaffney heart failure and his wife Betty caring for him 

Cheryl Greene’s cousin Kenny 

Matthew Le Belle 

Those with mental health issues and their families 

Our church family 

For a cousin with throat cancer 

Cheryl Greene’s neighbors husband Kenny who has heart problems                                                                    

Those without homes 

Sean Murphy’s children who are now in foster care 

Elimination of stress and anxiety; People with addictions                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Our President/Country/all servicemen & women/all in government 

Patrick Slinko  

 



Legacy Leadership: Wisdom of The Apostle Paul 

The Apostle Paul was the greatest Christian missionary and theologian who ever lived. He was more 
responsible than any other individual for the spread of Christianity throughout the Roman Empire. If 
we accept the spread of Christianity and its enduring impact on civilization as a measure of his effec-
tiveness, then Paul must be recognized as one of the most influential men in history. In this plan we 
will take a close look at the life and letters of the Apostle Paul. We will see how he was able to lead 
a legacy that continues to impact the world today - and we will see how each of us can also lead a 
life that leaves a legacy. 

 

Devotional 
 

A New Definition of Leadership – Part 2 
 

In our opening lesson, I introduced a new definition of leadership: legacy leadership is intentional influence 

that takes place in the context of a relationship. In that lesson we emphasized the intentional, mission-driven 

nature of legacy leadership.  

Today, I want to focus on two subtle aspects of the intentional influence process that are missing from most 

discussions leadership. First, notice that for Paul leadership is a team endeavor that takes place among those 

we are leading.  

We attribute the authorship of this letter to Paul, but the letter actually is sent to the Thessalonians from Paul, 

Silvanus, and Timothy. The fact that three men are identified as co-authors of the letter indicates that the lead-

ership of the Thessalonians was a team effort. For Paul, leadership was a shared process and there is a constant 

emphasis on the leadership team throughout his letters to the Thessalonians: the little words “we,” “our,” and 

“us” appear 35 times in the just first 22 verses of the letter.  

The second dimension of the intentional influence process is that Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy lived among 

those they were leading. “Among” means they were in the midst of or surrounded by those they were leading. 

These men had what sociologists call a “low power-distance.” They did not allow their position, rank, or title 

to create a barrier between them and their followers. Paul often reminded his followers of how they had lived 

among them.  

Many leaders would advise you to not get too close to those you are leading. Yet, Paul and his team went in 

the opposite direction of that advice. By choosing to be among their followers, they were known by their fol-

lowers, and the Thessalonians were known by them. This intimacy of this relationship allowed Paul’s team to 

individualize according to the needs of each one. They were “exhorting, encouraging, and imploring each one 

of you as a father would his own children” (1 Thessalonians 2:11-12). Rather than using a one size fits all ap-

proach, the leadership team customized their leadership for each individual follower in the same way a father 

considers the uniqueness of each of his children.  

Legacy Leaders are not lone rangers, they are team players who lead in the context of a relationship with other 

leaders. They are also intentional about drawing close to those they lead. They are among their followers.  

Reflect and Act on these questions: 

 Are you a lone-ranger leader or do you work within a leadership team? 

 Is your leadership up-close and personal or do you maintain a distance with those you lead? 

 

Do you customize your leadership for each individual follower or do you tend to adopt a one-size-fits-

all approach? 
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Legacy Leadership: Wisdom of The Apostle Paul 
 

“1 Thessalonians 1:1-5 

 

1Paul, Silas and Timothy, 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

Grace and peace to you. 

Thanksgiving for the Thessalonians’ Faith 

2We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers. 3We remember before our 

God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by 

hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

4For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our gospel came to you not 

simply with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. You know how we lived 

among you for your sake. 

 

1 Thessalonians 2:7-12 

 

7Instead, we were like young children 2:7 Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, 8 so we cared for 

you. Because we loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our 

lives as well. 9Surely you remember, brothers and sisters, our toil and hardship; we worked night and day in 

order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you. 10You are witnesses, and so is 

God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were among you who believed. 11For you know that we dealt 

with each of you as a father deals with his own children, 12encouraging, comforting and urging you to live 

lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory. 

 

The Holy Bible, New International Version® NIV® 

Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® 

Used by Permission of Biblica, Inc.® All rights reserved worldwide. 

 

 

 

 

June 9,1883 - - - The Gleaner 

 

The members of the Phenix Baptist Church are preparing for a big time at the breaking of the jugs, 
for the benefit of the organ fund.  It will come off on Thursday Evening, June 21, in the Baptist 
church yard and vestry. A paper is being published in the interest of the organ fund. It is to be known 
as “The organ’s organ.” It will contain several interesting articles, letters from pastors formerly with 
the church, post office addresses of members of the church, etc.  another particulars hereafter. 
  
June 16, 1883 - - - The Gleaner 
 
Rev. L.A. Pope spent the first three days of the week in Boston, in the interests of his jug breaking 
celebration. Preparations for the Jug-Breaking Jubilee are under way. The success and enjoyable-
ness of the occasion seems to depend alone on good weather. The organ fund is in a fair way to 
have a big “bomb” and we hope all will lend a willing hand in aid of the object. The breaking of the 
jugs will begin at 8 o’clock and will doubtless occupy two hours. Further will be found in “The Organ 
Herald.” 
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June 23,1883 - - - The Gleaner 
 

The long-awaited Baptist “Jug Breaking Jubilee” came off Thursday and five hundred paid the ten-cent 
admission fee, admitting them to the church and grounds. The church yard was illuminated with Chi-
nese lanterns and large reflectors, and four of the latter were placed at each corner of the base of the 
church spire, while “red fire” burnt in the yard at odd moments during the evening was an interesting 
feature to the children in attendance and to the horses hitched outside. There were stands for the sale 
of cake, presided over by Mrs. E.C. Capwell and Mrs. M.A. Arnold, a lemonade stands, and flower 
stand in care of Mrs. C.F. Hill and Mrs. David Clarke, and a table in charge of Mrs. Henry P. Bates 
where views of the church, the old church and the parsonage, and “The Organ Herald” were sold. 
These were all well patronized during the evening.   The Pawtuxet Valley Band, Mr. Charles T. Howard 
leader were in attendance, and by their excellent music again established their claim to public apprecia-
tion.  The “Jug -Breaking” was the most interesting part of the evening’s entertainment- - -if we except 
the refreshments- - -for a large amount of money was supposed to be contained in them. This cere-
mony took place in the vestry. Mr. Charles F. Hill acted as master of ceremonies and used the mallet as 
if he were used to do the business. He was assisted by Messrs. M.A. Arnold, V.A. Bailey and E.C. Cap-
well who counted the money as he broke the jugs. There were 104 jugs in all and the amount in them 
varied greatly. Two contained nothing. Two others had but a cent each. Number 1 however, which Mrs. 
Pope had charge of, held $41.37 and number 100 which her husband, the retiring pastor of the church, 
had circulated contained $100.32. The contents of all the jugs footed up about $384 Rev. Mr. Pope then 
announced that he was authorized by Charles W. Smith, Esq. to add $10.00 in memory of Mrs. Smith. 
At this stage of the proceedings Ira O. Seamans Esq. possessed himself of an empty jug, and with oth-
ers circulated till another $10.50 had been obtained. Mr. Alfred Hill afterward carried around another jug 
and obtained some five dollars more, thus carrying the total to $410.00. Tables were spread under the 
trees in the yard, and ice cream was served to numerous applicants. The cream, which was quite good, 
was furnished and dealt out by Mr. R.H. Northup. Toward the close of the festival the cake remaining 
unsold was disposed of at auction, Dr. H.W. Colvin acting as auctioneer. It should be added that Mr. 
Pope received encouraging letters from several parties not able to be present, expressing their sympa-
thy with the object. Among them were a letter from Rev. B.P. Byram, a former pastor of the church, and 
letters from the pastor and others of the Methodist church in this place. Rev. Mr. Pope and others of the 
society desire to express their appreciation of the service rendered by the band for which they made no 
charge. The total receipts of the evening from all sources amounts to about $560.00. 
 

Further word from inside “The Organ Herald”  
 

JUG NOTES                                                                                           

 
There are 104 jugs. Which jug is the heaviest? Which jug is going to pan out the richest? But won’t it be 
dirty work to count the dusty coppers? Estimates on the total in the jugs vary from evening at the church 
and was a substantial success. Between four $200.00 to $500.00. Some jugs are like peoples’ heads; 
the less they have in them the more they rattle. One jug passed the rounds in a Roman Catholic 
Covent. Each of the Nuns put in a nickel. On jug has so endeared itself to the owner that she declares 
she will not have it broken. For the consolation of such it may be said that unused jugs will be on sale at 
the” Jug Breaking.” Scene in a city bank. Enter a jug leading a solicitor. Irate cashier; “Well what do you 
want now?” Self-possessed solicitor; “I want just one cent of you.” There were 52 jugs in Phenix; seven 
in Providence, seven in Coventry, seven in Lippitt, five at Birch Hill (Clyde hill today), five at Harrisville, 
three at Fiskeville, two each at Riverpoint, Artic, Washington, Natick, East Greenwich, and 
Woonsocket, and one each at Hope, Cranston, Jackson, Westerly, Newport and Pawtucket. A 
large part of these have also been on journeys more or less long, with what success we are all 
anxious to see. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

Tri-State  
ABW Spring  
Conference 
Camp  
Canonicus 

2 

10:00 Music  
Ministry  
Meeting 
 
8 AM-1 PM 
PBC Yard/
Rummage  
Sale 
Tri-State  
ABW Spring  
Conference 
Camp  
Canonicus 

3 

9:00 Prayer  
Time 
9:30 Sunday  
School 
10:30 Prayer  
Time 
11:00 Worship 

4 

 

5 

6:30  
Bible Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 

6 

10:30 PBC  
Study Group  
7:00 Deacons 

7 

6:30 Knit &  
Crochet 
Group 

8 9 

10 

9:00 Prayer  
Time 
9:30 Sunday  
School 
10:30 Prayer  
Time 
11:00 Worship 
CHILDREN’S DAY 

11 

6:30  
Christian Ed 

12 

6:30  
Bible Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 

13 

10:30 PBC  
Study Group  

14 

6:00-7:30  
Girl Scouts  
Troop 993 
6:30 Knit &  
Crochet 
Group 
 

 

15 16 

17 

9:00 Prayer  
Time 
9:30 Sunday  
School 
10:30 Prayer  
Time 
11:00 Worship 
 

18 

4:00  BLOOD 
DRIVE 
(‘til 7 PM) 
 

19 

6:30  
Bible Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 

20 

10:30 PBC  
Study Group  

21 

6:30 Knit &  
Crochet 
Group 

22 23 

24 

9:00 Prayer  
Time 
9:30 Sunday  
School 
10:30 Prayer  
Time 
11:00 Worship 
12:30 FREE  
Lunch 
Distribution 

25 

 

26 

6:30  
Bible Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 

27 

10:30 PBC  
Study Group  
ABW Banquet 

28 

6:00-7:30  
Girl Scouts  
Troop 993 
6:30 Knit &  
Crochet 
Group 

29 30 

COMING IN JULY.. . 
 

VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL 

 
JULY 16—20 
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Phenix Baptist Church Purpose 

 

 We are called by God to tell everyone about Jesus.   

We invite you into a personal relationship with Him and into our community of  

changed lives where we support each other, praise God together, and share our gifts in love. 


