
 
 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 
 As we celebrate Easter it is easy to focus on the event in history, that 
Jesus Christ rose from the dead.  After all, this is the central belief of Christian-
ity, the foundation of our faith.  It is what separates Jesus from all other reli-
gious leaders.  It also points ahead to our own resurrection at the end of the 
age.  If we only see it as a past event or the guarantee of our future, however, 
we are missing a large part of its significance. 
 
 The resurrection of Christ also has meaning for us today if we are united 
with Him by faith.  Paul says in Romans 6:4, “We were therefore buried with 
him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” And in Ro-
mans 7:4, “So, my brothers, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, 
that you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in or-
der that we might bear fruit to God.” 
 
 Jesus’ resurrection brings new life to all who belong to Him.  Where 
once we were dead in our sins (Eph. 2:1; Col. 2:13), now we have been made 
spiritually alive.  God did this so that we might live our lives for Him, bearing 
fruit.  There are three areas in which we are to bear fruit.  The first is in our 
character, becoming more like Christ.  This is described as developing the fruit 
of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23).  The Holy Spirit works in us, transforming us.  The 
second area is in our actions, bearing fruit in good works (Col. 1:10).  The Holy 
Spirit works through us to show God’s love and compassion to others.  The 
third area is the fruit of converts (Col. 1:6), as our witness leads others to 
Christ.  The Holy Spirit uses us to lead people to faith in Christ. 
 
 This fruit is produced in us through our relationship with the risen Christ.  
On the night before His death Jesus told the disciples, “Remain in me, and I will 
remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Nei-
ther can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.  I am the vine; you are the 
branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart 
from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:4–5).   
 
 We can have a relationship with Jesus today because He is alive.  We 
can talk to Him and He will speak with us.  By the Holy Spirit Jesus comes to 
dwell in us.  The closer we are to Jesus each day, the more we will show the 
fruit he desires.  May we seek to be living new lives for His glory. 
 
John 15:8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing your-
selves to be my disciples.  

 Pastor Leigh 

Special Points of Interest 

 

› April 1 HAPPY 

EASTER 

› April 9 Christian Ed  

Meeting 6:30 PM 

› April 14 Music       

Ministry Meeting       

10 AM 

› April 16 BLOOD 

DRIVE 4:00 PM         

(‘til 7 PM) 

› April 22 FREE Lunch     

Distribution  12:30 PM 

› April 25 ABW 7:00 PM 

› April 28 PBC Family 

Movie Night 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 
Submitted by Cheryl Greene 

 

      With Easter early this year and, hopefully, no 
more snow storms, we can look forward to celebrat-
ing Christ’s resurrection and remind ourselves of his 
love and sacrifice for us.  I have pictures of me and 
my sisters all dressed up  in new Easter outfits with 
snow on the ground.  But the snow did not dampen 
the spirit of Easter and His love for us. 
 

      The Nominating Committee will be meeting 
right after Easter.  Our By-Laws were revised in 2010 
to include term limits for officers and committee 
members. The idea was to give members some time 
off from all the meetings and responsibilities.  With 
fewer people to fill all the positions, we can look at 
those who are beyond their term on one committee 
and transferring to another committee.  This can give 
everyone a chance to serve in a different capacity 
and bring new ideas to all the committees.  We also 
have had open positions for a while that need to be 
filled. 
 

       Please think about and pray for guidance in 
finding a way to stay within our current By-Laws and 
give everyone the opportunity to serve our church 
and bring new ideas to our committees.  Your input 
and ideas are always welcome. 
 

 Have A Blessed Easter.                       

Cheryl 
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THE TRUSTEES 

 
Submitted by Cheryl Greene 

 
       

 Spring is here.  That is my forecast anyway.  
God gave us the four seasons, so we appreciate the 
nice warm weather more after the cold snowy 
weather leaves.  When we have difficult times in our 
lives we pray for God to give us strength and healing.  
And we appreciate all He does for us even more. 
      
 The hot water will soon be back.  Trustees 
are meeting to choose the vendor to replace the hot 
water heater and hope to have the work done in a 
short time.  Thank you for your patience. 
      
 After the last snow and wind storm, a number 
of shingles blew off the roof and created some water 
stains on the choir loft wall.  Hopefully, an easy fix.   
But we also need to start planning to replace the en-
tire roof.  Every wind storm blows off more shingles 
and the possibility for more water damage.  This is 
something that will take more planning and certainly 
more praying, 
      
 Next big project will be replacing the cement 
walkway over the back parking lot.  We have spoken 
to several contractors but need to have the plans 
written up and choose the best contractor to do the 
work.  This is no small project but certainly the most 
important one to do as soon as possible.  We may 
need a prayer or two to be sure all will go well and 
completed as soon as possible. 
       
 Last year, a generous donor gave us money 
for flowers and plants around the church.  We need 
to make plans now how best to clear out the old and 
plant the new.  Please submit your ideas to the Trus-
tees.  The more  green thumbs the better. Let us 
know your thoughts. 
 

Luke 24:50-52  “When he had led them out to the 
vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and 
blessed them.  While he was blessing them, he 
left them and was taken up into heaven.  Then 
they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem 

with great joy.” 
 

 Have a Happy, Blessed Easter 

Cheryl 

 
 
 
 
 

Phenix Baptist Church 
Monday, April 16, 2018 

4:00 PM—7:00 PM 
Fellowship Hall 

2 Fairview Avenue,  
West Warwick 

 

Don’t forget to bring your driver’s license or an-
other form of identification when you donate. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE DEACONS 
 

Submitted by Jim Plummer 
 

Devotional 
 
We stood in the autumn light beside the huge water-
fall, mesmerized by the sheer volume of water pour-
ing over and crashing down on the rocks beneath, 
unable to hear ourselves speak because of the rush 
and roar of the turbulent river. Then, as we walked 
back up the path to where we'd parked the car, we 
thought of all the tiny streams we'd seen earlier in 
the day, tinkling along gently high in the hills, and 
how each one had contributed to the massive flood 
we had just witnessed. Down they come into the 
valley, each making its way and lending its weight to 
the wide, powerful river. 
 
Something of that same sense, of thousands of dif-
ferent streams each contributing to an eventual wa-
terfall, is contained here, as Jesus concludes his 
solemn denunciation of both the official and the self-
appointed guardians of Israel's ancestral traditions. 
Jesus looked back, up into the far hills of Israel's 
history, and saw a long line of prophets and right-
eous people who had been rejected by the leaders 
and opinion-formers of their day. Again and again it 
had happened. Little by little the streams have 
grown into a flood; and now Jesus sees the present 
leaders, his own contemporaries, flowing along in 
the same tradition. Right back as far as Abel, the 
first murdered man, right on to the more recent 
prophet Zechariah son of Barachiah, Israel's leaders 
have rejected and killed those who were sent to 
them; and now they are doing the same one more 
time. 
 
What Jesus can see as well, though, is that there is 
a great waterfall just ahead. All this weight of water 
will not simply stop when it comes to the cliff: it will 
crash over it, thundering down to the depths. A 
mighty disaster is on the way. Many others had 
warned of similar things; Jesus, like the prophet he 
was, can see it only too clearly. And when it hap-
pens it won't be arbitrary. It won't be an accident. It 
will be the direct result of all these small streams of 
rebellion coming together into the greatest rebellion 
of them all.  3 

But that isn't the end of the story. In the middle of the 
warning, Jesus speaks of his own longing to do some-
thing about it. God has indeed abandoned the Temple 
to its fate (verse 38). But, like a mother hen gathering 
the chickens under her wing to protect them against a 
fire, or a fox, Jesus has longed to gather Jerusalem 
and its people to himself so that he could take upon 
himself the full force of the coming disaster. Some-
how, as we go through the next four chapters of Mat-
thew's gospel, we need to remember that we are 
watching two different scenes: God's judgment on his 
rebellious people, and Jesus standing in the way, of-
fering to take that judgment upon himself. 
 
TODAY 
 

Lord Jesus, Messiah and King, help us to stand in 
awe at your solemn words, and in gratitude at your 
offer of rescue. 
 

In His service 
 

Jim Plummer 

4/5—Lori Mageau 

4/7—Justin Marshall 

4/19—Bethany Carpenter 

4/19—Lucien Martin 

4/22—Makayla Lawrence 

4/25—Olivia Picard 

4/27—Sarah Buxton 

4/27—Jane Latson 

4/28—Clifton Seidel 

Albert & Janet Picard—4th 

John & Carolyn Lynch—16th 



 
 

 
Coming in May . . . 

 

 

May 5 . . . 
8:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

 
PBC Rummage Sale/ 
Yard Sale/Bake Sale 

 
 

Set—up for Rummage Sale  
Wednesday, May 2nd (6:30—8:00 p.m.) 

Thursday, May 3rd (6:30-8:00 p.m.) 

 
 

May 12 . . . 
 

Annual Deacons Fund  
Dinner & Concert 

 
 
 
 

Saturday, May 12, 2018 
Dinner 6 p.m.  
Concert 7 p.m. 

 
Music by  

Acoaxet Chapel Worship Team 

 
Tickets 

Adults $15 
6-12 $7 

5 & Under Free 

 
Please RSVP by Tuesday, May 8th to receive a 

ticket so we may determine count for food. 
 

 

 
The Music Ministry 
rehearsal is back!  
 

We will be meeting 
April 14

th
 at 10 a.m. 

in the sanctuary.  
 

Everyone is invited 
to join. 

 

 

On Saturday, April 28
th
 at 

6:30 p.m. a family-friendly 
movie will be playing in    
Fellowship Hall. We’ve had 
such great choices the last 
two times! What movie will 
we choose this month? 
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Lunch on The Square 
Schedule 

 
 

I would like to thank all the folks who volun-
teered to do lunch on the square every Month. 
This is an important mission we do in our com-
munity. I would also like to draw your attention 
to the new schedule which has been posted 
by the office door, and to check it every now 
and then to see when you’re on the Square. 
 
Here are the teams for the next two months 

Sherry & Alex 4/22/18 
Ann & Mitch 5/20/18 

 
I will try to post it every month here in The 
Builder and make an announcement in 
church. 
 
In His Service always, 

Jim  



APRIL 2018APRIL 2018  

WORSHIP  PARTICIPANTSWORSHIP  PARTICIPANTS 
 

 
Special Music 
April 1—Chime Chorus 
April 8—Laurie Johnson 
April 15—Shyanne Slinko 
April 22—Stephen Sacchetine 
 

Worship Nursery 
April 1—Ann LeBelle & Brian Lynch 
April 8—Lois Wilk & Alex Lynch 
April 15—Janice Cook & Lora Lynch 
April 22—Linda Marshall & Makayla Lawrence 
April 29—Judy Brown & Brian Lynch 
 

Children’s Chat 
April 1—Laurie Johnson 
 

Counters  
April 1—Lora Lynch & Justin Marshall 
April 8—Janet Picard & Ann LeBelle 
April 15—Judy Brown & Janice Cook 
April 22—Lora Lynch & Justin Marshall 
April 29—Janet Picard & Ann LeBelle 
  
 

LUNCH ON THE SQUARE April 22   
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2018 WHITE CROSS REQUEST   
  
So far, we received a grand total of 23 regular bars of soap, 22 granola bars, 14 toothbrush pack-
ages, 13 bandanas (or bags), 13 deodorants, 9 shampoos, 8 body washes, 8 tubes of toothpaste 
and 6 hand sanitizers.  We could add the following items in order to help 23 homeless people… or 
we can take the donated items we already have and divide them up between the bags we have. 
Please call, text or email me to let me know your opinion. 

10 deodorants 
9 pkgs of single toothbrushes 
10 bandanas (or bags) 
15 tubes of toothpaste 

Thank you,                                                                                                                                   

Laurie 

1 John 3:18 Let us not love with words or tongue 
but with actions and in truth. 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8p6Vs9dTd2sAM0uJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzY2hnZ3N2BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANiM2E3NDhkYjNiZWNhYmEwYzAxMzNiODFmOTMyYThiNgRncG9zAzkzBGl0A2Jpbmc-?back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=white+cross&n=60&e


PHENIX HISTORY  
 

(FYI: These records have been transcribed verbatim, although I might have changed them here 
or there so the tense is more present than Past) 

 

Benevolent Offerings and Such. 
 

At this time there were no collections taken in the church. The weekly system of offerings had 
just begun in November 1880. Each contributor was required to deposit their offering in a box at 
the church door, in an envelope containing the amount of their weekly pledge, having beforehand 
designated on a card furnished for the purpose, what distribution he desired to make as a gift. 
Also, offerings were now made at the option of the giver for either or all the following objects. 
Phenix Baptist Church, Foreign Missions, Home Missions, Baptist Publication Society, Woman’s 
Missionary Cause, 
 
Offerings designated to any other object will be forwarded. 

 
At the May Quarterly business meeting it was reported that wood cuts of the old and new church 
would be too expensive and would not appear in the manual. 
 

The names of the present membership of the church were read by the Pastor, totaling 153. 
The treasurer was authorized to borrow money to pay the Pastor, organist and sexton. 
 

 In June of 1881 a committee investigated the cost of using unfermented wine at the communion 
service, they arrived at a figure of 55 cents per pint. The following month the church instituted the 
use of unfermented wine at communion. In May of 1882 the church voted to raise money by having 
and entertainment and sale in a music hall to clear their indebtedness. During the month of July 
more members were welcomed into the church after baptism, while other members were possibly 
being excluded for various reasons. Also, in July the Standing committee had a special meeting to 
consider the matter of engaging a pastor, as Pastor Popes term was up, they decided to engage 
Pastor Pope for another year on the same terms. 
 

As the church entered the new year 1882 Louis Pope was still the pastor, items on the docket were, 
a letter od dismission to Sarah J. Lewis to unite with the Jefferson Street Baptist Church in Provi-
dence and a letter of dismission for Lydia E. Ralph for her to unite with a Baptist Church being or-
ganized at Narragansett Pier. 
 

May 8, 1882 Officers and Committees for the coming year were elected as follows: Pastor L.A. Pope 
President, Clerk B. A. Arnold, Treasurer B.N. Briggs, also elected was auditing committee, Standing 
Committee etc. One important topic that was discussed was the state of church treasury and what to 
do to raise money for current expenses. Further topics raised in the month of May had to do with the 
committee appointed the previous September to supervise the repairs on the meetinghouse and that 
they be authorized to make a front gate between those of which we now have and to make a walk 
from it to the house. 
 

At the same meeting “A deficit existing in the current expenses, the question whether the debt 
should be paid immediately was considered at length. The discussion resulted in the passage of the 
following motions: Voted that we try to raise the debt immediately. Voted that we have an entertain-
ment and sale in the music hall to procure money for that purpose. Votes that the matter oversee 
five ladies. Voted that Deacon Robert Andrew(s) appoint the committee, Deacon Andrew appointed 
Mrs. Pope, Mrs. J. O. Brown, Mrs. Chase, Mrs. Bowen and Mrs. A.B. Arnold. The meeting ad-
journed. 
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Phenix History (cont.) 
 

August 14 a bill for $81.00 was submitted to the church by Henry D. Brown for repairs of well at the 
parsonage. It was approved and voted to be paid immediately. 
 

November 13, it was voted the treasurer be authorized to borrow a sum of money sufficient to insure 
the church building for ten thousand dollars for five years. 
 

December 18, the treasurer was empowered to mortgage the parsonage for three hundred dollars to 
take up the one hundred dollars note against the church, and to defray the cost of insuring the meet-
ing house. Finally, in 1881 a revision of the church rolls was made, and it was found that 643 names 
had appeared on the books from 1842 -1841.  And so, ended the church year of 1882 let us hope 
that anew year brought more financial stability and hope to our forebears. 
 

Pew Rental 
 

The Church record of April 1883 shows they were still considering the sale of pews, or to abolish the 
sale of pews. It was suggested that another week be given to consider the matter. At a special busi-
ness meeting the following week it was voted: - That after the annual sale of the choice pews to be 
held Monday May 7,1883, each pewholder shall have the privilege of retaining his pew at the ap-
praised value, unless he shall neglect to pay some portion of the rent for two years, in which case he 
shall forfeit the right to retain possession of the pew. 
 

That after the fiscal year, ending May 5,1884, the pews be appraised at prices ranging from twenty 
dollars down. In the proportion now observed. 
 

That these resolutions be read at the annual sale of the choice of pews, Monday Evening, May 
7,1883. 

 

Important Events 
 

Bylaws amended to allow for the election of an annual Advisory Committee. 
 

Pastor asked for a raise in salary form $700.00 - $800.00 per year. 
 

Delegates to the Warren Association Chosen. 
 

January 3, 1884, Pastor L.A. Pope resignation is accepted by the church, a committee is ap-
pointed to consider ways and means to raise money sufficient to retain him. (A.B. Arnold, E.C. 
Capwell, and George W. Capron appointed) 

 

Committee appointed to supply the Pulpit after Feb 24, consisting of E.C. Capwell, M.A. Arnold 
and A.B. Arnold. Pulpit supply was drawn from the treasury, Pay was $6.00 per day and trav-
eling expenses. 

 

On Sunday May 18, 1884, after the afternoon service the church remained to consider the matter 
of extending a call to Rev. Charles Tilley of Nobleboro Maine. It was first decided by a ballot 
vote of 25 to 12 that he be considered a candidate and to proceed by ballot whether he shall 
be called or not. The second vote was 20 for and 18 against him coming. In as much as Mr. 
Tilley did not want to come, the vote was a practical rejection of the candidate.  A second 
candidate Rev. Mr. Stearns of Newton Centre was voted on also it was decided in the nega-
tive by a vote of 20 to 18. 

 

Sunday June 8, 1884 the church by unanimous ballot voted to extend a call to the Rev. S.T. 
Frost of Old Warwick to become the new pastor. 

 

We now come to a period in the history of the church of a series of short Pastorates starting with Re. 
Frost which is always unfortunate for any church. During the next seven-years Phenix had 
seven Pastors. Although Rev. Frost only stayed a year he saw the installation of the organ 
free of debt and welcomed two people to the church.    7 



 
 
 
 

                                                 
 

 

Praise and Thanksgiving 

 

175 years for Phenix Baptist 

Thanksgiving for all the upcoming opportunities to worship this week 

Thanksgiving for Adam and Heather Buxton’s cat returned after being lost several months 

Thanksgiving birthdays for Carolyn, Pam and Linda 

Thanksgiving for the community Cheryl lives in; people help each other 

Donna Drake and Tony so thankful for all the help received in their recent move 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Prayer Concerns    

 

Helen Brown – had a fall 

Donna healing from surgery for brain tumor (Evelyn’s friend) 

James Sangster-pancreatic cancer 

Family of Rev. Peter Brown on the passing of his father 

Prayers that all goes to God’s glory at the concert 

Laurie’s blood work and chemo this week 

All those who are sick with colds 

Deb Paulo diagnosed with pancreatic cancer 

John Hagan-cancer spread to lymph nodes 

Kenny Gaffney heart failure and his wife Betty caring for him 

Kathy Garafano for healing after surgery on her leg 

Cheryl Greene’s cousin Kenny 

Alexis- find her way out of an abusive relationship 

Shyanne’s family member in a coma 

Matthew Le Belle 

Jennifer’s mother-in-law in ICA following surgery 

Cheryl’s Mom who is 92 

Those with mental health issues and their families 
Our church family 

For a cousin with throat cancer 

Cheryl Greene’s neighbors husband Kenny who has heart problems  

Steve’s niece problem with teeth                                                                          

Those without homes 

Sean Murphy’s children who are now in foster care 

Elimination of stress and anxiety                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

People with addictions    8 



 
 
 
  

    
 

April 2018 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  EASTER  

6:00 Easter Sunrise 
Service followed by 
Breakfast 
9:00 Prayer Time 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 Prayer time 
11:00 Worship 

2 

 

3 

6:30  
Bible Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 

4 

10:30 PBC Study 
Group  
7:00 Deacons 

5 

6:00-7:30  
Girl 
Scouts  
Troop 993 
6:30 Knit &  
Crochet 
Group 

6 7 

 

8 

9:00 Prayer time 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 Prayer time 
11:00 Worship 

9 

6:30  
Christian 
 Ed 

10 

6:30  
Bible Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 

11 

10:30  
PBC Study  
Group  

12 

6:30 Knit &  
Crochet 
Group 

13 14 

10:00  
Music  
Ministry  
Meeting 

15 

9:00 Prayer time 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 Prayer time 
11:00 Worship 

16 

4:00 PM  
BLOOD  
DRIVE  
(‘til 7 PM) 

17 

6:30  
Bible Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 

18 

10:30  
PBC Study  
Group  

19 

6:00-7:30  
Girl 
Scouts  
Troop 993 
6:30 Knit &  
Crochet 
Group 

20 21 

22 

9:00 Prayer time 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 Prayer time 
11:00 Worship 
12:30 FREE Lunch 
Distribution 

23 

 

24 

6:30  
Bible Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 

25 

10:30  
PBC Study  
Group  
7:00 ABW 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROFESSIONALS 

DAY 

26 

6:30 Knit &  
Crochet 
Group 

27 

 

 

 

 

ARBOR  
DAY 

28 

6:30 PBC  
Family 
Movie 
 Night 

29 

9:00 Prayer time 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 Prayer time 
11:00 Worship 

30 
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Phenix Baptist Church Purpose 

 

 We are called by God to tell everyone about Jesus.   

We invite you into a personal relationship with Him and into our community of  

changed lives where we support each other, praise God together, and share our gifts in love. 


