
 
 
 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 

The beginning of a new year is a good time to remember that God is al-
ways at work in our lives and in our world.  With a new year comes new chal-
lenges and struggles, as well as new hopes, new resolutions, and new opportu-
nities.  As we look to God in faith we can find the new strength, new understand-
ings, and new sense of purpose we need.  It doesn’t matter what we’ve done or 
what has happened to us – God can give us a fresh start.  The good news of 
Jesus Christ is that even out of death comes new life: “Praise be to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1Pet 
1:3). 

 

 So, what should we be looking for in this new year?  We have been prom-
ised a new heart and spirit (Eze. 36:26), a new covenant (Luke 22:20), a new 
way to God (Heb. 10:19-22).  We can look to see God’s presence always reach-
ing out to us, renewing us to face whatever the new year might hold.  We have 
the assurance that there is nothing that can separate us from the love of God.  
We are called to live new lives (Rom. 6:4), to have new attitudes (Eph. 4:23), to 
be transformed by the renewing of our minds (Rom. 12:2).  With God’s help we 
can look for more Christ-like ways of dealing with people, setting priorities, living 
our lives. 

 

 Finally, there is the promise of a new heaven and a new earth.  Just as 
this life is not all there is to Life, so too this world is not the last word in the story.  
All we’ve done in it and to it will be transformed, completely made over.  There is 
a time coming when there will be no more sickness, pain, or death.  Pollution will 
be gone, all the beauty of the original creation will be seen.  All creation will be 
at peace.  This remains for some future time, but I believe God desires us to 
have at least a little of this new creation in our lives here and now. 

 

 As we start the new year, then, let us not be bound by the past, or dwell 
on what has been.  Instead, may we look to what new thing God wants to do in 
our lives, and put our hope in the promise of what God will do when Christ re-
turns. 

 

He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" 
Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." (Rev. 
21:5)  May we all experience the reality of these words in our lives. 

 

Pastor Leigh 

P.S.  – Laurie and I would like to thank everyone here for their cards and   
            generosity in this Christmas season. 

 

Special Points of Interest 
 

› HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

› January 6 Music  

Ministry Meeting 

10:00 AM 

› January 15 Martin 

Luther King, Jr. 

Day—Office Closed 

› January 20—Builder 

Deadline 

› January 24 ABW      

7 PM 

› January 27 PBC 

Movie Night 6:30 PM  

› January 28 FREE 

Lunch Distribution 

12:30 PM 
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THE DEACONS 
 

Submitted by Jim Plummer 

 
“Be a blessing this Christmas”  
 

Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also 

reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will 

also reap bountifully. (2 Corinthians 9:6)  
 

A man was in a third-world country, and the wind-

chill factor was below zero. In this very primitive 

country with mud streets, he saw two little boys, 

about 9 or 10 years old, running around. 

 

“They were freezing, but they were looking for 

something to burn, something they could take 

home and start a fire,” he said. 

 

“I had on these big old wool gloves. So I went 

over to one of those kids, and I took my gloves off 

and said, ‘Here, put these on.’ The little child put 

those gloves on. Oh, he was so thrilled! I felt so 

good about being able to give him those gloves 

and make him happy.” 

 

“Then, I saw him do something. He took one of 

the gloves off and gave it to his buddy. His buddy 

put that glove on. Now they were both happy, and 

I was doubly happy!” 

 

You want to be happy? You want to have joy? 

You want to be on top of life? Then don’t just give 

to your spouse, your family, and your friends. Fol-

low God’s lead at Christmas and give to those who 

really need it. 

 

Look for ways this Christmas to be a blessing to 

people in need – and you will be blessed in return. 

 

Blessings,  

Jim  
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THE DEACONS 
 

Submitted by Jim Plummer 
 

Devotional 
 

“God got on the floor”  
 

Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in 

Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form 

of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to 

be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a 

bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 

(Philippians 2:5-7)  
 

Let’s say there was an astronomer who spent all his 

days thinking about space. And this astronomer under-

stands that it takes 4.5 years for light to reach the 

Earth from the nearest star. He understands it takes 

over 30,000 years for light to reach this Earth from the 

farthest point in the Milky Way. 

 

This astronomer also has a 3-year-old son. It’s close to 

Christmas, so he gets down on the floor with his son. 

He has been dealing with all of these astronomical fig-

ures in all of interstellar space, but he gets down on 

the floor with his small son and talks about Santa 

Claus, Christmas trees, Christmas carols, and presents. 

 

Does this astronomer lose his stature as a scholar and 

scientist because he got on the floor with a child? I 

don’t think so. I don’t think a dad stands any taller 

than when he gets on the floor with a child! 

 

In a sense, that is what God did. On that very first 

Christmas, He got down on the floor with us by send-

ing Jesus. God came down to our level to teach us, 

lead us, and show us how to live. And He promises to 

continue walking with us today by His Sprit if we’ll 

follow Him. 
 

Blessings,  

Jim  
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Music Ministry Rehearsal will be 

on Saturday, January 6
th
  at 10 

a.m. in the Sanctuary.  

 

Join us in making a joyful noise 

unto the Lord.  

We accept all newcomers.  

We love suggestions, too. 

 

 

 

Movie Night will be January 27 at 

6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall! 

 
 

“Remember Peace” 
by Martha Buxton 

 
 

 
"Remember Peace" 

 
Fresh 

New Year 
without hate 

and without fear 
Peace came at Christmas. 

 
Son 

of God 
is our peace 

let's not forget 
the reason He came. 

 
Love  
for all 

has been born 
this Child of God 

came to save us all. 

Remember January 15
th

 

 

        2018 WHITE CROSS REQUEST
  

12 bandanas 
2 boxes granola bars 

12 hand sanitizers 
12 deodorants 

12 toothbrushes 
12 toothpaste 

 
This will be a help for homeless 12 people. 
The people at Hope House have agreed to 

distribute them for us. 

Isaiah 58:7  
Provide the poor homeless with shelter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9th—Judy Brown 

9th—Nadia Lima 

15th—Charlie Whitford 

22nd—Brad Davide 

22nd—Wendy Picard 

24th—Florence Lawrence 

29th—Charlene Poplis 

 

 

 

 

 11th—Harold & Carol Ennis 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8p6Vs9dTd2sAM0uJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzY2hnZ3N2BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANiM2E3NDhkYjNiZWNhYmEwYzAxMzNiODFmOTMyYThiNgRncG9zAzkzBGl0A2Jpbmc-?back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=white+cross&n=60&e
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JANUARY 2018JANUARY 2018  

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS  WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS    

                
 

January Worship Leader:  Linda Marshall 
 

 
Special Music 
January 7— 
January 14— 
January 21—Jim Plummer 
January 28—Shyanne Slinko 
 
 
Children’s Chat 
January 7—Linda Marshall 
January 14—Pastor Leigh 
January 21— 
January 28— 
 
 
Worship Nursery 
January 7—Ann LeBelle & Lora Lynch 
January 14—Lois Wilk & Makayla Lawrence 
January 21—Janice Cook & Brian Lynch 
January 28—Judy Brown & Lora Lynch 
 
Counters 
January 7—Lora Lynch & Justin Marshalo 
January 14—Janet Picard & Ann LeBelle 
January 21—Judy Brown & Janice Cook 
January 28—Lora Lynch & Justin Marshall 
 
 
 

LUNCH ON THE SQUARE 
January 28th 

 
 

Please continue to update the  
Church Master Schedule. 

 

 
 

  Prayer Concerns 
 

 
Praise and Thanksgiving 
175 years for Phenix Baptist 
 Thanksgiving for blessing given 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Prayer Concerns    
Those with mental health issues and their families 
For the Becote and Brown Family at the passing of 
Jimmy 
Sheila Martin – treatment for cancer 
Pastor Leigh – car accident – no one injured 
Those traveling 
First responders 
Our church family 
For a cousin with throat cancer 
Betty Cady who begins jury duty  
Sharon burr – bladder cancer 
Upcoming Finance/Budget Meeting 
Cheryl Greene’s neighbors husband Kenny who 
has heart problems  
Steve’s sister’s back surgery 
Steve’s niece problem with teeth                                                                          
A friend with a brain tumor 
Those without homes 
Sean Murphy’s children who are now in foster care 
Angie back on chemo 
Our medical personnel within our church 
Steve’s sister and niece 
Those imprisoned and for their families 
A family member with kidney cancer-upcoming 
surgery 
Elimination of stress and anxiety                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
John Buxton’s brother Edward Collins – pancreatic 
cancer          
Shane McConnell – mass in stomach 
Jaime Crowley – cancer 
Steve Mowbray – cancer 
Marie Grenier w/depression – healing of bed sores 
in nursing home 
Unity and togetherness; End of prejudice and hate 
Penny’s daughter – doctor’s wisdom 
People with addictions 
All those seeking employment 
Our President/Country/all servicemen and women/
all those in government 
Patrick Slinko   



 
 

Phenix Baptist History—Pastors 
 

 
Reverend Benjamin F. Hedden  
 
Reverend Hedden served Phenix Baptist form September ,1851 – November 15, 1854. He had pre-
viously come from a successful pastorate at the East Greenwich Baptist Church. While here the 
church had formed a stock company, such as the one to build the meeting house, and with those 
funds they built the Parsonage on Fairview Avenue in 1855, and received quarterly dividends from 
the church. In Pastor Hedden’s time at the church, there was a great revival which brought a great 
amount of people into the church which sealed the union of the pastor and the people. In the year 
1854 the church reported a membership of 303 souls. Now, there were only three churches in the 
Warren and Providence Association at this period that exceeded Phenix in membership. Fifty- five 
were added to the church in Pastor Hedden’s Pastorate, and while it was one of the quietest in the 
churches history, yet it had been one of the most successful. Also in this period, the monthly busi-
ness meetings were changed to quarterly. The last and most important event, was that a consider-
able number who had been excluded from membership returned and renewed their church covenant 
and were received in to full membership once more.  
 
 

 
Reverend Christopher Rhodes  
 
Pastor Rhodes brought new life and vigor to the Parish. His Pastorate was from April 1, 1855 until 
October 1, 1861. Pastor Rhodes had previously supplied the church during the interval of Pastor 
Brayton and Pastor Hedden. His attractive preaching and his marvelous devotion to pastoral visita-
tion brought him into much favor with the church, and contributed to the decided growth of the con-
gregation and the church. The special feature of his pastorate was the absence of accessions, but in 
its place, came large additions.  One hundred and three were added to the church during this period. 
The church was disciplined, three were added to the church during this period. The church was dis-
ciplined, and many were removed from the rolls in 1855. The enlarged congregation soon filled the 
house to an uncomfortable level. Finally, a committee was selected to enlarge and alter the house. 
This committee was William B. Spencer, S.E. Card and Samuel H. Brayton. They were finally given 
the authority to sell the old church and build a new one. They recommended the sale of the old 
meeting house and the erection of a new one. The old meeting house was sold to Father Michael A. 
Wallace of the Roman Catholic Church for $1700, and on May 29,1859 the meeting house was 
given over to the patronage of S.S. and Paul. On October 2, 1859, the Baptist’s held their last meet-
ing in the old building. 
 
One man wrote “That little house has proved a Bethel indeed for multitudes- there hundreds have 
sought forgiveness; there in crowded covenant meetings often the love of the brethren was sweetly 
manifested, and many a dying saint reverted to this holy place where for him Heaven mingled with 
earth and crowned it with glory.” 
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Phenix Baptist History—Pastors (cont.) 

 

 
 

The new church was built on land given unconditionally once more by Brother William B. Spencer. 
He offered to the church a parcel of land “which can be improved and become a site of unsurpassed 
value.” As was said previously this statement was a bit of press-agentry for this land of unsurpassed 
value had water running under and through it for the next 118 years creating some problems in the 
process. 

 
The Gleaner, the local Phenix paper of that period described the site, “The hill (meaning the land 
running up Fairview Avenue) from the river as being covered with trees and bushes. Many laurels 
that looked finely when in blossom in spring were scattered over it as far westerly as the meeting 
house. There was no fence or wall round the property and a large hive of bees was living in an old 
hollow tree. When the tree was cut down 80 Lbs. of honey was taken from it. 
Plans went ahead with the construction of the new church at the foot of the hill on Fairview Avenue 
next to the river on land donated by Mr. Spencer. The winters back then were much colder and 
harsher than today, and the winter ice had partially torn away the old wooden Phenix bridge, and a 
new more substantial one was built in its place. Constructed with stone piers taken from what was 
called the Wakefield ledge, and built by a company from Massachusetts they put in the “Howe’s pat-
ented truss bridge “at $18.50 per running foot, for a total cost of $2,269.33. The new bridge opened 
for traffic on December 27, 1856. 

 
At that time, there was more excitement as the Baptists began building their new church. As always 
careful planning went into the building of the new church, starting with the hiring of a Mr. Truesdell of 
Rockville Connecticut and plans were drawn up to build house 90 feet long by 60 feet wide with 26-
foot posts so arranged that a gallery could be put in later if needed. All the heavy timbers were cut in 
Calais Maine according to specifications, and the rest of the lumber from Albany New York   there 
were a few delays and finally the vestry was completed and dedicated on March 29,1860 subse-
quently all services were held there until the” main audience hall” was completed. The entire cost of 
the New Church amounted to $18,437.41, two thirds of it were paid for upfront and the rest paid was 
paid later. 
 
During the last part of Rev. Rhodes Pastorate in 1861 the Civil War broke out and eventually put a 
tremendous strain on church finances and the prosperity of the church. This forced Brother Rhodes 
to resign, much to the disappointment of the congregation. His salary was $550. Per anum with two 
Sundays for vocation. He was an indefatigable Pastor and a winning preacher. The multitudes who 
thronged the house and the large number who united with the church attest to his fidelity and zeal. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

6:00-9:00 PM 
South Pointe  
Mtgs 
 

NEW YEAR’S  
DAY 

2 

6:30 Bible  
Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 

3 

10:00 PBC  
Study Group  
7:00 Deacons 

4 

6:30 Knit &  
Crochet 
Group 

5 6 

10:00 Music  
Ministry  
Meeting 
 
 

Epiphany 

7 

9:00 Prayer time 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 Prayer time 
11:00 Worship 

8 

6:00-9:00 PM 
South Pointe  
Mtgs 
6:30 Christian  
Ed 

9 

6:30 Bible  
Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 

10 

10:00 PBC  
Study Group  
 

11 

6:00-7:30  
Girl Scouts  
Troop 993 
6:30 Knit &  
Crochet 
Group 

12 13 

7:30 AM Men’s 
Breakfast 
Church of the 
Apostles 

14 

9:00 Prayer time 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 Prayer time 
11:00 Worship 

15 

6:00-9:00 PM 
South Pointe  
Mtgs 
 

MARTIN  
LUTHER  

KING, JR. DAY 
Office Closed 

16 

6:30 Bible  
Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 

17 

10:00 PBC  
Study Group  
 

18 

6:30 Knit &  
Crochet 
Group 

19 20 

2-6 PM               
Gail  
Lawrence   
Baby Shower  
in Fellowship 
Hall 

21 

9:00 Prayer time 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 Prayer time 
11:00 Worship 

22 

6:00-9:00 PM 
South Pointe  
Mtgs 

23 

6:30 Bible  
Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 

24 

10:00 PBC  
Study Group  
7:00 ABW 

25 

6:00-7:30  
Girl Scouts  
Troop 993 
6:30 Knit &  
Crochet 
Group 

26 27 

6:30 PBC  
Movie 
Night 

28 

9:00 Prayer time 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 Prayer time 
11:00 Worship 
12:30 FREE Lunch 
Distribution 

29 

6:00-9:00 PM 
South Pointe  
Mtgs 

30 

6:30 Bible  
Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 

31 

10:00 PBC  
Study Group  
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Phenix Baptist Church Purpose 

 

 We are called by God to tell everyone about Jesus.   

We invite you into a personal relationship with Him and into our community of  

changed lives where we support each other, praise God together, and share our gifts in love. 


