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Special Points of Interest

›

February 12 Blood Drive
4 PM (‘til 7 PM)

›

Lenten Bible Studies
7 PM Mondays
6:30 PM Tuesdays
10:30 AM Wednesdays
See Pg. 4 inside

›

February 14
ASH WEDNESDAY
6AM-6PM Prayer Vigil
7PM Ash Wednesday
Service

›

February 14 Happy
Valentine’s Day!

›

February 19 President’s
Day-office closed

›

February 24 PBC Movie
Night 6:30 p.m.

›

February 25 FREE
Lunch Distribution

It has long been true that some people call themselves Christians without really being disciples of Jesus Christ. For them it’s simply a label they
wear because of habit, or culture or family. It’s like calling yourself a fisherman because you like to watch fishing programs on tv, but have never been
fishing. Even Jesus said there were those who called Him Lord, but whom He
doesn’t know.
Many people followed Jesus during His ministry. We read about the
crowds who gathered to hear Him teach and see His miracles, but when
things got difficult most of them went away. They followed for a while, but
they were not disciples. It is those who commit to learning from Jesus how to
live and putting that into practice who are the true disciples. Jesus showed us
by His example what a life pleasing to God is like, and He calls us to follow
that example.
This month we enter the season of Lent, a time of preparation for the
celebration of Easter. This period of forty days, not counting Sundays, has
long been a time to consider what Jesus’ going to the cross means for us and
what it means to be His disciple. We start on Ash Wednesday, February 14,
with a Prayer Vigil and evening service. Prayer is one of the central ways we
grow in our relationship with Christ, and Lent is a good time to begin a consistent daily prayer time or expand it if we already have one.
Study is another necessary part of being disciples, for how else can we
learn more about Jesus and what He wants us to be without digging in to
God’s word? This is more than simply reading the Bible. It involves discovering the background of a passage, why the author wrote, what it meant to
those who read or heard it, and then what it means for us today. During Lent
we offer a special study series, this year it is “Give It Up”, by Dottie Escobedo
-Frank., a seven session Bible study to help you prepare your heart as you
move through the Lenten season and celebrate the resurrection of Jesus
Christ.
And of course, actually putting into practice what we learn through
prayer and study is the proof of discipleship. It means loving one’s enemies,
reaching out to the outcast, feeding the hungry, housing the homeless, and
seeking peace and justice. Jesus was very clear that these are the ways we
show that we are His disciples.
I encourage each of us to participate in these Lenten opportunities if at
all possible, and for everyone to strive to grow in their relationship with Christ
so that we may be faithful disciples.

Pastor Leigh

Quite simply, the gospel is good news for fallen
humanity regarding how sins are atoned for, how
sinners are forgiven, and how believers are
made right with God. And the mission of the
church is not to win the world’s admiration.
THE DEACONS
Submitted by
Jim Plummer

Devotional
How Should Christians Be Proclaiming the
Good News to the World?
In the preaching of Christ and the apostles, the
gospel was always punctuated by a clarion call
to repentant faith. But it is not merely a summons to good behavior. It’s not a liturgy of religious ceremonies and sacraments. It’s not a
plea for self-esteem and human dignity. It’s not a
manifesto for culture warriors or a rallying-cry for
political zealots.
It’s not a mandate for earthly dominion. It’s not a
sophisticated moral philosophy seeking to win
admiration and approval from the world’s intellectual elite, or a lecture about the evils of cultural and racial division. It’s not an appeal for
“social justice.” It’s not a dissertation on gender
issues or a prescription for “redeeming culture.”
They are all deviations or distractions from the
true gospel as proclaimed by Paul.

Many of today’s best-known evangelical strategists and the leading practitioners of many of today’s best-known evangelical strategists and the
leading practitioners of “missional” methodology
seem not to grasp that simple point. They constantly encourage young evangelicals to
“engage the culture” and defer to the rules of political correctness. When they translate that
counsel into concrete, practical plans of action, it
often turns out to mean little more than trying to
stay in step with fashion— as if being perceived
as cool were the key to effective ministry.
You won’t find anything like that in Paul’s exhortations to young ministers. On the contrary, Paul
candidly acknowledges that the gospel is “a
stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles.”
1 Corinthians 1
22Jews demand signs and Greeks look for
wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified: a
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to
Gentiles, 24but to those whom God has
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God and the wisdom of God.

The cross of Jesus Christ is the sum and the focus of the gospel according to Paul: “We preach
Christ crucified. God forbid that I should boast
except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
And in Pauline theology, the cross is a symbol of
atonement. “Christ crucified” is a message about
redemption for sinners.
How vital is that truth, and how crucial for the
messenger to stay on point? To make the gospel
about anything else is to depart from biblical
Christianity. Paul’s teaching is not the least bit
ambiguous about this. It’s the very definition of
what he meant when he spoke of “my gospel.”

February 14th - There’s really no
contest, God IS Love.
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I urge you to read John 9 ,1-41 and take a
look at your life:
“I Can See"
The Pharisees and religious leaders not only
doubted and questioned Jesus, but they questioned the people that Jesus healed. In this
passage, the Pharisees questioned a man
who had been blind his entire life only to receive his sight from Jesus. In verse 26 it says,
"Then they asked him, “What did he do to
you? How did he open your eyes?” They refused to believe in Jesus because they couldn’t figure out HOW he healed the blind man. In
the end, the religious leaders ended up with a
greater impairment…not being able to believe
in the miracle worker!
Are you aware of the areas that Jesus is trying
to work in? Are you letting Him? Are you listening to His truth or are you questioning and
doubting like the religious leaders did?
Examine your life. You may not be physically
blind, but there ARE areas in your life that God
wants to heal or change. What do you think
they are?
Let’s pray together...
Dear Jesus, I come to you and I ask you to
open my eyes and my heart. I want to be a
person who is receptive to your truth.
There are areas in my life that I am blind
and I am not even aware that I cannot see. I
give you permission to come in and open
my spiritual eyes. I want to see what you
see. Thank you for the work you are doing
in me. Jesus, I believe you and I worship
you. In Jesus' name, amen.

2018 WHITE CROSS REQUEST
11 bandanas
1 box of granola bars
11 hand sanitizers
11 deodorants
11 pkgs of single toothbrushes
11 tubes of toothpaste
There will be a box in the narthex to hold the
items until we can put together the “hobo
bags”. The original list would be a help for 12
homeless people. If more items are donated,
we can help more people. The people at Hope
House have agreed to distribute them for us.
Matt 25:40 And the king will answer
them, ‘I tell you the truth, just as you
did it for one of the least of these
brothers or sisters of mine, you did it
for me.’

Movie Night will be
held February 24th at
6:30 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall!
Bring one or more of yours and we’ll choose
from what everyone has to offer.
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Give It Up!
Lenten Studies

Prayer Concerns

Prayer Time – 9:00 A.M. & 10:30 A.M. Sunday Morning

Mondays February 12—March 26
7:00 PM Lois Wilk’s Home
Tuesdays February 13—March 27
6:30 PM Phenix Baptist Church
Wednesdays February 14—March 28
10:30 AM Phenix Baptist Church
Sign-Up Sheet in Narthex
Music Ministry Team will make a joyful
noise at 10 a.m. in the
Sanctuary on Saturday,
February 3rd.
Come, join us in praising
our Lord and Savior!

Robert Dreyer—2nd
Keith Picard—3rd
Al Picard—19th
Phyllis Burnham—24th
Hannah Marshall—27th

Praise and Thanksgiving
175 years for Phenix Baptist
Steve Sacchetine’s brother’s upcoming birthday
Prayer Concerns
Shyanne’s family member in a coma
John Hogan diagnosed with melanoma-testing to see if
it has spread
Upcoming blood drive on February 12
Matthew LeBelle
James Sangster-lung cancer
Bonnie Arsenault’s family on her passing
Jennifer’s mother-in-law in ICA following surgery
Penny’s daughter that physicians diagnose why she is
so ill
For first responders
Cheryl’s Mom who is 92
Those with mental health issues and their families
Sheila Martin – treatment for cancer
Our church family
For a cousin with throat cancer
Sharon Burr – bladder cancer
Cheryl Greene’s neighbors husband Kenny who has
heart problems
Steve’s sister’s back surgery
Steve’s niece problem with teeth
A friend with a brain tumor
Those without homes
Sean Murphy’s children who are now in foster care
Angie back on chemo
Those imprisoned and for their families
A family member with kidney cancer-upcoming surgery
Elimination of stress and anxiety
John Buxton’s brother Edward Collins – pancreatic
cancer
Shane McConnell – mass in stomach
Jaime Crowley – cancer
Steve Mowbray – cancer
Marie Grenier w/depression – healing of bed sores in
nursing home
People with addictions
All those seeking employment
Our President/Country/all servicemen and women/all
those in government
Patrick Slinko
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1860 – 1890
Reverend Bohan P. Byram was the churches fifth Pastor, his pastorate began October 1.1861 ending on September 29, 1867. His Full name was
Bohan Prentiss Byram born in North Yarmouth Maine in 1811, he was married to Mary (Stevens) Byram in 1840. They had three children, Frederick,
Mary, Emma. During his pastorate thirty-four were added to the church. The
debt of the church was also removed by earnest and self-sacrificing labors
of the people. This was the period of the Civil War which brought depressing influences to bear upon the church, these years were marked with much
struggle and difficulty but were followed by a gracious outpouring of God’s
saving power. Unfortunately, there are no records to tell us about the church
during this time. Reverend Byram died in Providence R.I. IN 1896

Reverend Theodore W. Sheppard began his work on April5,1868 and
ended it on March 30, 1880. His pastorate was the longest to date since the
founding of the church in 1842. Brother Sheppard was a scholarly preacher, a
large-hearted Pastor and a friend to the poor and humble of his congregation
by whom his memory will always be held affectionately to the people he ministered too. During his tenure, special revival seasons visited the church and
113 were added to the church. Brother Sheppard lived twelve years after
leaving Phenix and died in 1892 and is buried in Greenwood Cemetery on
Fairview Avenue. He was a clerk of the Warren Association while Pastor of
Phenix and his untiring labors and leadership will never be forgotten. He was
untiring in his zeal and determination to finish the auditorium which he did at a
cost of $5,142.34, the money was raised by a committee consisting of Samuel Himes, James P. Arnold and Horatio A. Stone. And in 1869 the sanctuary
was dedicated. At a business meeting on October 11,1869 resolutions were
drawn up and the committee discharged having successfully completed their work. It was stated in
article written by Oliver Payson Fuller, B.A in the History of Warwick and its churches. That “The
church is a capacious and beautiful structure with a steeple whose height is 162 feet from the
ground. The edifice is not only an outstanding ornament to the village of Phenix, but will compare
favorably with any village meeting house in the entire state! The church was also described as having Romanesque windows and a graceful gothic spire.
There was splendid attention paid to the preciseness and detail on all the work that went into the
building whether it was beams and rafters and supporting rafters, or all the quoins and hand carved
finials and roof edge supports, and window arches be they the large ones over the three main doors,
also the eight-sided windows or the large windows over the main portals, or the circular window under the tower clock level. The effect was one of total harmony and reflected an extremely high degree of great pride and workmanship. This resulted from a committee wanting the very best they
could afford and a compliment of workman who considered their best the least they could afford.
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From the Historian
A year ago, when we were planning the 175th anniversary of our church, I was asked to write the
church history, having a very deep love of history, I eagerly said yes, and have no regrets. Now,
never having done anything like this before I thought it would take only a few months at best. But I
was in for a surprise, mostly because it is a process of transcribing old records which entails writing
them on paper and then onto the computer.
To date I have transcribed records from the churches founded in 1842 to 1919 and have found some
very interesting and great things about our churches history. This has also become a labor of love
for me as I love our church and want to do the best job I can possibly do, and if that means taking
the time to do it the best I can I am happy with that, and I hope you are as well. For as it says in Colossians “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters,”
In reading through the church records I have seen many times where the church has struggled financially and there are many times when the Treasurer was instructed to “hire” or take out a loan to
pay bills. I believe Phenix Baptist has survived 175 years because our God has always had a purpose for it and that we have never lost our way in His teachings.
In His Service

Jim
The Old Church

The New Church
Arched Windows

Writing uncovered when partition that
enclosed the Pipe organ was taken down.

Sanctuary Light Fixture

Church Library Doors
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1860 – 1890 (cont.)
The sanctuary had a small platform in the front on which were two lamp stands. From the ceiling
were suspended on long chains two metal devices which held six oil lamps each, one near the front
of the sanctuary and one near the back of the center aisle. Three lamps in wall brackets on each
side of the room completed the illumination system from the 1860’s until 1908 when electric wiring
came to the main floor. The front of the church and the ceiling had masterly examples of Trompe-L’
oeil (tron-l-aeya) a French word given to that style of decorative painting which mimics architectural
elements such as arches, pillars, pilasters and ornate window frames which seem to have full perspective and dimension but are actually flat surfaces. There were also two bible quotes printed
elaborately in old English on the front of the sanctuary wall. On the left, “And if I be lifted from the
earth, will draw all men to me” and on the right “Be faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown of
life.” These mottos, as it were covered up in later sanctuary renovations and were not seen again,
buy briefly when the church was being demolished in 1978.
In the vestry at the front of the room were two very large cupboards which contained an extensive
library for the parishioners and their children. Records were carefully kept, and all titles accurately
recorded. Occasionally these lists were brought up to date. The filing and card system was maintained much as in a public lending library. The earliest list came out in 1862 and among the selections were the following: “Gems of Neatness” (Now what mother wouldn’t want her children to read
that one?) “Too Late for the Tide Mill” “Blue Eyed Jimmy” and “The Mice and the Raven” (Strong
stuff maybe for young readers!)
Most of the information from the period 1875 -1890 comes from a book marked “2 in the church archives where there are records of quarterly business meetings and church covenant meetings
(these later evolved into weekly prayer meetings). Both meetings now had to be properly recorded,
and approved. Covenant meetings were initially held on Saturday evenings and potential members
could relate their Christian experience, most often these people would be voted into membership
upon being baptized. Annual meetings of this period show a very small slate of officers and/or committees. The President was always the current Pastor, clerk, treasurer, assistant treasurer, auditing
committee (2) Standing Committee (3) and one usher. Various committees were always appointed
for special needs that appeared and were discharged when the work was completed. Delegates
were also chosen for both the Warren Association and the Rhode Island State Baptist convention.
Names would be added or dropped from the slate when needed and very often ad hoc committees
of two or three ladies would be asked to solicit subscriptions for a current deficiency. There is no
mention anywhere of the what the format of worship was in this period of the church.
In 1877 the church received a land damage award from the Pawtuxet Valley Railroad which allowed
them to lift the mortgage on the parsonage. And from this time on the churches finances ranged up
and down for many years. Always there was some new plan to raise money or the parsonage was
remortgaged etc. But it seems that God always provided for Phenix Baptist. Sometimes all the parishioners were asked to dig a little deeper, but many times the ladies of the church pulled together
and put on a grand entertainment involving plays and/or singing and refreshments and the like (the
festivities always took place in a public building or on Phenix square, never in the church)
all the proceeds either went to eliminate or alleviate a current debt.
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UPCOMING EVENTS FEBRUARY

Wednesday, February 14
Ash Wednesday
Prayer Vigil 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
(See sign-up sheet in Narthex)
7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service
See Pg. 4 for Lenten Bible Studies Schedule
Monday, February 19
President’s Day
Church Office Closed

February 2018
WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS
February Worship Leader: Sherry Hicks
Counters
February 4—Janet Picard & Ann LeBelle
February11—Judy Brown & Janice Cook
February 18—Lora Lynch & Justin Marshall
February 25—Janet Picard & Ann LeBelle
Worship Nursery
February 4—Carolyn Lynch & Makayla Lawrence
February11—Joan LeBelle & Brian Lynch
February 18—Ann LeBelle & Alex Lynch
February 25—Lois Wilk & Lora Lynch
Special Music
February 4—
February11—Carmen/D’zhaun/Lora
February 18—Laurie Johnson
February 25—Stephen Sacchetine/Janice Cook/
Judy Brown

LUNCH ON THE
SQUARE
February 25

Please continue to update the
Church Master Schedule.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
6:30 Knit &
Crochet
Group

2

3
10:00 Music
Ministry
Meeting

Groundhog
Day
4
9:00 Prayer
Time
9:30 Sunday
School
10:30 Prayer
Time
11:00 Worship

5

6
6:30 Bible
Study

11
9:00 Prayer
Time
9:30 Sunday
School
10:30 Prayer
Time
11:00 Worship

12
4:00 PM
BLOOD DRIVE
6:00 PM
Missions Mtg
6:30
Christian Ed
7:00 PM Lenten
Bible Study at
Wilk’s home

13
6:30 Lenten
Bible Study
at PBC

18 FIRST
SUNDAY IN LENT
9:00 Prayer
Time
9:30 Sunday
School
10:30 Prayer
Time
11:00 Worship

19
7:00 PM Lenten
Bible Study at
Wilk’s home

20
6:30 Lenten
Bible Study
at PBC

25 SECOND
SUNDAY IN LENT
9:00 Prayer
Time
9:30 Sunday
School
10:30 Prayer
Time
11:00 Worship
12:30 FREE Lunch
Distribution

26
7:00 PM Lenten
Bible Study at
Wilk’s home

7
10:00 PBC
Study Group
7:00 Deacons

8
6:00-7:30
Girl Scouts
Troop 993
6:30 Knit &
Crochet
Group

9

10

14

15
6:30 Knit &
Crochet
Group

16

17

22
6:00-7:30
Girl Scouts
Troop 993
6:30 Knit &
Crochet
Group

23

24
6:30 PBC
Movie
Night

Girl Scouts
(3-4:30 PM)

Girl Scouts
(3-4:30 PM)

PRAYER VIGIL
6 AM—6 PM
10:30 AM Lenten
Bible Study at PBC
7:00 Ash Wednesday
Service

21
10:30 AM Lenten
Bible Study at PBC

Girl Scouts
(3-4:30 PM)
PRESIDENT’S
DAY
Office Closed
27
6:30 Lenten
Bible Study
at PBC

28
10:30 AM Lenten
Bible Study at PBC
7:00 ABW

Girl Scouts
(3-4:30 PM)
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Phenix Baptist Church Purpose
We are called by God to tell everyone about Jesus.
We invite you into a personal relationship with Him and into our community of
changed lives where we support each other, praise God together, and share our gifts in love.

