
 
 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
 John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God.  
 
John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have 
seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.  
 
 In the beginning was the Word.  The Word of God.  The Word that was 
spoken and brought the universe into being.  The Word that called forth light and 
flood and flame.  The Word that spoke to prophets, proclaiming “thus saith the 
Lord.”  The word of God is living and active (Heb. 4:12).  The Word is God, repre-
senting all the power and fulness of the deity, all the knowledge and wisdom, eve-
rything that is God. 
 
 And that Word became flesh.  The Almighty, the Creator of the universe, 
the One who formed human flesh became flesh.  The limitless Lord of All humbled 
Himself and took on the form of a servant (Phil. 2:7).  What wondrous love is this?  
How can we possibly comprehend the thought of the Immortal One choosing to 
take on mortality? 
 
 And made His dwelling among us.  Leaving the glory of heaven to come to 
earth, not just as a visitor but as One who lived with us, as one of us.  He experi-
enced hunger and tiredness. He was tempted in every way we are.  He was mis-
understood, betrayed, denied and rejected by His own people.  He felt the pain of 
whips and thorns and nails.  He came to show us the light, to reveal God the Fa-
ther in a way we could see.  He came to lay down His life as the sacrifice which 
atones for our sin. 
 
 This is what we celebrate at Christmas.  In Jesus Christ we see the grace 
and truth of God.  It’s easy to get caught up in the materialism of the season - 
over-planning, over-spending, over-indulging.  It’s easy to forget that Jesus was 
born to a poor couple in a borrowed manger.  Do our activities truly honor Jesus 
Christ? 
 
 I pray that as we put up our decorations, buy our gifts, and send out our 
cards we will remember not only who it is whose birth we are celebrating but why 
He came and what He calls us to be. 

 

Pastor Leigh 

 
 

Special Points of Interest 
 

› December 2—Winter      

Wonderland Bazaar       

9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

› December 2 Christmas 

Concert 7:00 p.m. 

› December 10—1:00 p.m. 

Sing Along 

› December 20—Builder 

Deadline 

› December 23—2:00 p.m.    

Christmas Caroling 

› December 24—9:30 a.m. 

Birthday Party for Jesus  

12:30 p.m.  FREE Lunch              

Distribution                          

December 24—6:00 p.m.  

Christmas Eve Service 

› December 31—Budget 

Meeting immediately   

following service 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 
Submitted by Cheryl Greene 

 
Belonging to a church can be very time consuming, 
and, very rewarding.  We have members who put 
their time and talents to work all year long to teach, 
sing, pray and care for our building, and we thank 
God for giving us the opportunity to serve him and 
each other. 
      
As we look forward to our 176th year of service to 
God and our community, we can take this time to 
reflect on what we have learned and accomplished 
this year and the members who have enriched our 
lives.  And be thankful for what God has provided 
for us even in difficult times.  Include in your prayers 
thanks also to the benefactor who has generously 
provided the finances needed for the ongoing pro-
jects. 
      
May 2018 bring peace and comfort to all and peace 
to our world in these troubled times.    
 
Psalm 95:1 Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; 

let us shot aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before him with thanksgiving. 

 
Happy New Year! 

Cheryl 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events at  

Phenix Baptist Church 
 

 

December 2 

Winter Wonderland Bazaar (9 a.m.—2 p.m.) 

December 2 

7:00 p.m. Christmas Concert  

featuring Shyanne Slinko 

 

December 10 (1:00 p.m.)  

Christmas Sing Along 

 

December 23 (2 p.m.)  

Christmas Caroling 

 

 

December 24 (9:30 a.m.)  

Birthday Party for Jesus 

 

December 24 (12:30 p.m.)   

FREE Lunch Distribution 

 

December 24 (6 p.m.)   

Christmas Eve Service 

 

December 31  

Budget Meeting 

(following service) 
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THE DEACONS 
 

Submitted by Jim Plummer 
 

In Luke 6:38 Jesus tells the 
Disciples 38 Give, and it will be given to you. A 
good measure, pressed down, shaken together 
and running over, will be poured into your lap. 
For with the measure you use, it will be meas-
ured to you. 
 
This I sincerely believe is why our church is still here 
after 175 years, because in looking through our his-
tory, we as a church have always given out what we 
have received. 
 
Recently the Deacons lost a long-standing contribu-
tor to the Deacon’s fund through his passing into 
God’s hands. Fortunately, through the dinner we 
just had in November, we made enough to help 
some families with their Thanksgiving shopping. But 
Christmas also approaches and with the absence of 
the money we would have received, our Christmas 
giving might be a little less this year. So, all I can 
ask is when Communion Sunday comes around 
each month, give and it will be given unto you, as 
the Lord loves a cheerful giver. 
 
May you all have a blessed and Merry Christmas ! 

Jim  

YAY!  Thank God for all the people that signed up 
and have  already brought in so many items! Our 
White Cross Box is filling up in the narthex. It is just 
about time to send the package to Crossroads Com-
munity Church. The church assists people with 
needs, like learning to drive, dealing with finances, 
medical care, school registration, legal advice and so 
much more as the families adjust to American culture.   
 

If there is anyone who would still like to help, who 
maybe doesn’t want to go shopping, donations to-
ward shipping would be greatly appreciated. We will 
join in a dedication of all the items before sending 
them. Please, if you signed up for anything that isn’t 
in the box yet, bring it in so we can get our package 
off to where it is needed. 
 

God bless,  

Laurie May 
 

P.S.   Look for the items for House of Hope in      
January’s Builder. 
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Saturday, December 2
nd

 

the Music Ministry team will 

meet for rehearsal at 10 

a.m. in the Sanctuary.  
 

As often happens – everything at once,  ba-

zaar time too. 

NO Movie Night in December.                

Caroling instead.  

See you in January? 

One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; 
another withholds what he should give, 
and only suffers want. 

Prov 11:24 (ESV)  

 
 
 

"Sounds From the Stable" 
by Martha Buxton 

 
 
 

Little dove 
on rafter high 

coos her young 
a lullaby. 

 
Gently cow 

is mooing low 
tells her son 

that Love will show. 
 

A brown goat 
bleats to her kid 
come out and 

do not stay hid. 
 

Woolly sheep 
baas to her lamb 

soon we'll see 
the Great I AM. 

 
Donkey's there 

can hear his bray 
watching Him 
lay on the hay. 

 
Joseph sees 

the Child is here 
animals 

now gather near. 
 

Mary's kiss 
on Babe so small 

Jesus Christ 
God's gift for all. 



 

 

THE TRUSTEES 

 
Submitted by Cheryl Greene 

 
 

 Last report of 2017.  I know, where did the 
time go. I know where some of my time went. You 
read in my last Trustees Report, the projects ongo-
ing to upgrade our church building.  Sorry to say, all 
have yet to be completed. 
      
 Our plumber had to cancel twice due to his 
customers without heat due to sudden cold weather.  
Been there.  Rescheduled for November 21. 
      
 The company to upgrade our Sprinkler sys-
tem, cancelled due to backorder of the needed part.  
They rescheduled for December 1st.  The worst day 
of the year to do work in the Fellowship Hall, due to 
our annual Christmas Bazaar.  Waiting for a new 
date.  Join us December 2nd to see all the Christmas 
treasures and decorations in the Fellowship Hall at 
the Bazaar. 
      
 Working with Walter and a contractor to fi-
nalize plans for the cement walkway on the back of 
the building.  Praying this will be done before the 
cold really hits. 
      
 By the way, this is my Christmas Wish List 
for all to finally be completed in 2017 and bring our 
church into health and safety compliance. 
      
 Thanks to everyone who comes to church, 
making it a happy, friendly and loving place to learn 
and worship our Lord and Savior, Jesus and how to 
spread the Christian love we all have. 
      
 Wishing all my Church family and everyone 
reading this report that you had a wonderful thankful 
Thanksgiving and will have a Blessed Happy Birth-
day celebration for Jesus. 
 
     And a Happy Blessed New Year. 
 

Acts 20:27-28 For I have not hesitated to         

proclaim to you the whole will of God. Keep 

watch over yourselves and all the flock of    

which the Holy Spirit has made you overseer.  

Be shepherds of the church of God. 

 
 

 

      If you know of a need to fix or renew any-
thing in our building or property, please let a Trustee 
know and we will take the appropriate action.  This 
is just a building but the place where we meet, wor-
ship, learn, support each other, and most of all, feel 
God’s presence in our lives and, hopefully, spread 
the faith that we have to others.  We spread the 
word of God by letting people know we are Chris-
tians and showing them how we live the Christian 
life. 
 
      Wishing you and your family a Very Merry 
Christmas and Happiest of New Years! 

 
God Bless, 

Cheryl 
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December 2, 2017 

9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
  

Come and Join us  

for a wonderful breakfast and lunch  

and a time of shopping for you and the 

kids! 
 

Handmade Gift Items 
 

Bake Table 
 

“Kids Only” Gift Shopping Room 

(Volunteers are available to help children 

as needed) 
 

Snowflake Café  

 (Serving Breakfast and Lunch) 
 

Grandma’s Attic Sale 

(Lightly used items at bargain prices!) 



  5 

  

  

  

  

DECEMBER  2017DECEMBER  2017  

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS         WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS           
 
December  Worship Leader:  Martha Buxton 

 
 

Special Music 
December 3—Jim Plummer 
December 10— 
December 17—Cheryl Greene 
December 24—Chimes Choir 
December 31—Steve Sacchetine 
 
Children’s Chat 
December 3—Linda Marshall 
December 10—Judy Brown 
December 17— 
December 24—Sherry Hicks 
December 31—Laurie Johnson 
 

 

Worship Nursery 
December 3—Judy Brown & Brian Lynch 
December 10—Carolyn Lynch & Lora Lynch 
December 17—Joan LeBelle & Makayla Lawrence 
December 24—Ann LeBelle & Brian Lynch 
December 31—Lois Wilk & Makayla Lawrence 
 

Counters 
December 3—Janet Picard & Justin Marshall 
December 10—Lora Lynch & Janet Picard 
December 17—Judy Brown & Ann LeBelle 
December 24—Janice Cook & Justin Marshall 
December 31—Cheryl Greene & Judy Brown 
 
 

LUNCH ON THE SQUARE 
December 24th 

Laurie May Johnson—3rd, Leroy Brown—11th, Adela Picard—16th, 

Zackary Lawrence, Jr.—20th, Janice Cook—21st, Walter LeBelle—21st, 

Sherry Murphy—23rd, Alex Lynch—24th, Brian Lynch—24th, 

Clara Lawrence—26th, Peter Marshall—26th, JoAnn Gorman—27th,  

Anne Carpenter—30th  

 
                          Walter & Clara Lawrence—20th 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  Prayer Concerns 
 
 
 
For those struggling to make it through the holiday 
season 
Elimination of stress and anxiety 
John Buxton’s brother Edward Collins – pancreatic 
cancer – given short time to live 
Shane McConnell – mass in stomach 
Jaime Crowley – cancer 
Steve Mowbray – cancer 
Marie Grenier w/depression – healing of bed sores 
in nursing home 
Unity and togetherness 
Penny’s daughter – doctor’s wisdom 
Alyssa’s unexpected surgery – now home 
End of prejudice and hate 
People with addictions 
Pastor Leigh 
All those seeking employment 
Azuriah who broke his ankle 
Steve’s niece Christina 
Financial situation of our church; Growth of our 
church 
Starlie & Family (Laurie’s daughter)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Our President/Country/all servicemen and women/
all those in government 
Patrick Slinko  
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Pastors 
 

Jonathan Brayton was the first Pastor of the church and he served it diligently from January 1842 till 
October 1849, but that doesn’t mean that there were not problems in the first church, as people are 
people and disputes do arise. In January of 1849 Rev. Brayton fell ill and was prevented from fulfill-
ing his duties as Pastor, and was compelled to go away for a rest. Therefore, the church asked Rev. 
Frederick Charlton to supply for three months, with the understanding that if he was satisfactory he 
would then become Pastor. Never the less when the time for a vote to be taken for the availability of 
Rev. Charlton’s” continuing his work as Pastor” and nothing being said about his becoming Pastor. 
But when those members who thought they had voted for him to become pastor, found out they had 
really voted for him to continue as supply, they withdrew from the church. An ecclesiastical council 
was called, which labored earnestly to restore harmony within the church, but the commotion was 
too decided to be placated by a council, and it took the span of more than 30 years to heal those 
wounds. “The wound is healed” God be praised it states in the church history of 1881.  
Reverend Brayton’s contributions to the new church shouldn’t be overlook in his tenure at the church 
over 300 were united with the church.  He was a teacher in Natick, and very much involved with 
Home Missionary work for the State Baptist Convention. He was a man of bold decision and forth-
right action and speech. He always remained true to himself and must receive our undue credit for 
his contribution to the first days of the church.  
  
   After Pastor Charlton, the church hired a new Pastor. Rev. George D. Crocker who inherited a 
church in a period of spiritual depression due to the rift in the church over Rev. Brayton’s absence. 
However, affairs were conducted with prudence and good judgement, and this pastor had much to 
do with preparing the church for the more prosperous days which soon followed. Three members 
were added to the church in his pastorate. Several members including the first Pastor Jonathan 
Brayton and his wife were granted letters to unite in forming a Baptist church in Quinick in the town 
of Coventry.  He did his best and served the church from Sept. of 1850 to Nov.  of 1851, eventually 
leaving to become an Army Chaplin at Fort Sully in the Dakota territory.  Not much is known about 
the church in these turbulent times. 
 
An issue that faced the church in the pre-civil war period came in the form of a letter from the Ameri-
can Baptist Churches on the question” shall the holding of slaves disqualify a minister for appoint-
ment as a missionary of this society” Phenix voted that it should disqualify such a person.  
During Pastor Crocker’s tenure at the church, the Name of the church was changed to The Phenix 
Baptist Church.  
 

Chaplain George D. Crocker was among the earliest pioneers in the Dakota Territory, 
having served as chaplain of a New York regiment during the civil war, he was ap-
pointed chaplain in the regular army in 1867, and was at once assigned to duty at Fort 
Wadsworth, the Dakota territory, in what afterwards became known as the Sisseton 
Reservation. In 1870, his post of duty was changed to Fort Sully, where he remained 
until 1885. His term of service in Dakota covered a period of eighteen years. Those un-
der his immediate care as chaplain were the officers and soldiers at the military posts 
where he was stationed. To them he was conscientiously faithful, seeking to promote 
their moral and spiritual condition. 

As the result of his labors conversions were frequent. 
 
The Standard, in May 1875, gives an account of a revival at Fort Sully. By the kind co-operation of 
the post commandant and the post quartermaster, a convenient baptistry was constructed at the fort, 
and three soldiers were then baptized. Others were baptized afterwards. The writer has interviewed 
several officers of the regular army, who were stationed at these military posts, and all have spoken 
in the highest terms of the gentlemanly bearing and Christian fidelity of Chaplain Crocker. 
 



Greetings 
 

For the past month or so I have been working with Alex and Brian Lynch on the God and Life 
Religious Medal for Youth of High school age. This is a three-month long program, but there are 
programs for youth of all ages, God and Me (Grade 1-3) God and Family (Grade 4-5) God and 
Church (6-8) and God and Life (9-12) Each Program has a different length of time. 
 

The God and Life curriculum is based on the life of the Apostle Paul as recorded in Acts 9:131. 
This is a brief account that describes how Paul encountered Christ and was changed forever. 
Five chronological "events" out of this story will be highlighted and used as the focus for the five 
different sections in this program. Each section will illustrate a key element in learning how to live one's life 
for Christ. We will celebrate the completion of the program with a final party on a date to be announced. The 
cost of this program is $4.50__ (list price), which covers the price of the student workbook. This program is 
officially recognized by the Boy Scouts of America, and the workbooks can be purchased at the Scout Shop 
on Rt 2 in Warwick.  Camp Fire USA, and the Girl Scouts of the USA as the religious awards program for 
youth in our church and youth in those organizations are particularly encouraged to attend. In addition to par-
ticipating in the meetings and completing family projects, youth are required to share what they have learned 
with the pastor before they are eligible for the award. 
 

Please call Jim Plummer at 401-585-9049 for more information or to register for the program. 
 

In His Service 

Jim Plummer  

 

Pastors (cont.) 
 

 
But faithful services rendered to those who were the measure of his usefulness. He sought to help 
others, at first the Indians to whom he could tell the good news of the gospel in their own language, 
and afterwards it was his delight to cheer and comfort the incoming settlers, who were scattered as 
sheep having no shepherd. Through the Standard, and other religious newspapers, he occasionally 
gave notice to the early settlers, of the fact of his being stationed at Fort Sully, and his readiness to 
respond to any calls for religious services, or of assistance and comfort in cases of sickness or 
death. As a military officer, he could not engage in distinctively denominational work, yet through fre-
quent visits and sermons preached, he was mainly instrumental in the organization of the Baptist 
churches at Pierre and Blunt. 
 
George Dauchy Crocker was born at Ridgefield. Conn on December 25, 1822. He was of Huguenot 
ancestry, being descended on the maternal side from one Jacques D'Auchy, the story of whose mar-
tyrdom is detailed in Benedict's "History of the Baptists." His father was a useful local preacher of the 
Methodist Church at Ridgefield. He was converted at the age of sixteen years, in Detroit, Mich., and 
was baptized at Danbury, Conn., by Rev. Addison Parker. In 1843, he was licensed to preach by the 
Second Baptist church of Danbury. He received his education at the Hamilton Literary and Theologi-
cal Institution (now Colgate University). In 1845, Mr. Crocker was ordained by a council called by the 
Baptist church of Cross River, N. Y. He was afterward pastor at Cross River and Ithaca, N. Y., South 
Groton, Newburyport and Edgerton, Mass., and Phoenix, R. I., and for some years was city mission-
ary at Paterson, N. J. In 1852, he married Miss Lydia Allen, of Providence, R. I., who survives him, 
with a son and two daughters. In 1861, he received an appointment as chaplain of the Sixth New 
York Volunteer Cavalry, and rendered faithful service throughout the war. Having been thus identi-
fied with the army for that long and trying term, it was but natural that his interest in the army, and 
his missionary zeal for his Master, should prompt him to seek an appointment in the regular army. 
From the date of that appointment, in 1867, until 1885, he was stationed at two garrisons in Dakota 
Territory—Fort Wadsworth (afterwards Fort Sisseton), and Fort Sully—both now abandoned. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

9:00 BAZAAR  
(‘til 2 p.m.) 
10:00 Music Ministry  
Mtg 
7:00 Christmas  
Concert featuring  
Shyanne Slinko 

3 FIRST SUNDAY  
      OF ADVENT 
9:00 Prayer time 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 Prayer time 
11:00 Worship 

4 

6:00-9:00 PM 
South Pointe  
Mtgs 

5 

6:30 Bible Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 

6 

10:00 PBC  
Study Group  
7:00 Deacons 

7 

6:30 Knit  
& Crochet 
Group 

8 9 

7:30 AM Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast at 
Church of the     
Apostles 
 

10 SECOND SUNDAY   

      OF ADVENT 
9:00 Prayer time 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 Prayer time 
11:00 Worship 
1:00 Christmas Sing  
Along  

11 

6:00-9:00 PM 
South Pointe  
Mtgs 
6:00 PM  
Missions Mtg 
6:30 Christian  
Ed 

12 

6:30 Bible Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 

 

 

13 

10:00 PBC  
Study Group  
 

14 

6:00-7:30  
Girl 
Scouts  
Troop 993 
6:30 Knit  
& Crochet 
Group 

15 16 

17 THIRD SUNDAY     

      OF  ADVENT 
9:00 Prayer time 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 Prayer time 
11:00 Worship 

18 

6:00-9:00 PM 
South Pointe  
Mtgs 

19 

6:30 Bible Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 

20 

10:00 PBC  
Study Group  
7:00 ABW 

21 

6:30 Knit  
& Crochet 
Group 

22 23 

2:00 Christmas  
Caroling 
 

24 FOURTH SUNDAY  

     OF ADVENT & 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
9:00 Prayer time 
9:30 Birthday Party for  
Jesus 
10:30 Prayer time 
11:00 Worship 
12:30 FREE Lunch  
Distribution 
6:00 PM Christmas  
Eve Service 

25 

 

 
BLESSED 

CHRISTMAS 
DAY! 

26 

6:30 Bible Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 
 
 

KWANZA 

27 

10:00 PBC  
Study Group  
 

28 

6:00-7:30  
Girl 
Scouts  
Troop 993 
6:30 Knit  
& Crochet 
Group 

29 30 

31 

9:00 Prayer time 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 Prayer time 
11:00 Worship 
Budget Meeting  
following service 

      



 2017Christmas Flowers   
Please fill out form below if  you would like to donate to our Christmas flowers.  

Please indicate BELOW if  you prefer a red, white, marbled or pink poinsettia, 6 1/2 
or 7” pot and if  you would like to take it with you on Christmas. Thank You. 
 

  In Honor                      In Memory                                    Given By 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___ RED     ___WHITE    ___ MARBLED    ___ PINK         __ WILL TAKE            
 

      6 1/2 “ Pot $10.00 ( 1 plant in pot )  7” Pot $18.50 ( 2 plants in pot ) 
 

The Flower Committee 
 
 

 

  2017Christmas Flowers    
Please fill out form below if  you would like to donate to our Christmas flowers.  

Please indicate BELOW if  you prefer a red, white, marbled or pink poinsettia, 6 1/2 
or 7” pot and if  you would like to take it with you on Christmas. Thank You. 
 

  In Honor                      In Memory                                    Given By 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
 

    ___ RED     ___WHITE    ___ MARBLED    ___ PINK         __ WILL TAKE            
 

      6 1/2 “ Pot $10.00 ( 1 plant in pot )  7” Pot $18.50 ( 2 plants in pot ) 
 

The Flower Committee 
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Phenix Baptist Church Purpose 

 

 We are called by God to tell everyone about Jesus.   

We invite you into a personal relationship with Him and into our community of  

changed lives where we support each other, praise God together, and share our gifts in love. 


