
 

 
 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 
 On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther posted what became known as his 95 
Theses.  This document was an expression of protest against what Luther saw 
as corruption within the church and a call to reform.  What Martin Luther wanted 
was a debate on these issues with other scholars.  What he got was a movement 
which is known as the Protestant Reformation.  Although there had been earlier 
efforts at reform, for the most part they had little impact, but in 1517 the times 
were right for Luther’s ideas to catch hold and spread.  Almost every later re-
former was influenced by his work. 
 
 Martin Luther was a German priest in the Roman Catholic Church and a 
professor of theology.  In his struggle to answer the question of how a sinful per-
son could be justified before God he came to the understanding that it could only 
be through God’s grace.  This was a result of his study of Paul’s letter to the Ro-
mans.  This view came into conflict with the Catholic teaching which stresses the 
mediation of the church and its sacraments.  Luther also denied the authority of 
the pope and church councils, considering the Bible alone as the authority for 
Christian belief and practice.  In 1518 he was tried (in his absence) in Rome on 
charges of heresy.  Fortunately he had the protection of Frederick III of Saxony, 
who kept Luther hidden at one of his castles. 
 
 The Reformation was a turning point in the history of the Church, but it is 
not just something that took place in the past.  Luther and the other reformers 
believed that the Church is constantly in need of reformation.  It is all too easy to 
be influenced by the culture we live in, to be of the world as well as in it.  If we 
are not reminded regularly of the basics of our faith we may find ourselves drift-
ing away from it. 
 
 During the month of October, in recognition of the 500

th
 anniversary of the 

Reformation, I will be giving a series of sermons on the five major points that the 
reformers taught - we are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ 
alone, according to Scripture alone, to the glory of God alone.  These ideas are 
still being challenged today and it is important for us to know our tradition and 
what we believe about these important issues. 
 
 May each of us be open to the work of God’s Spirit in reforming us - trans-
forming our minds and our lives to be more like Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 
Blessings in Christ, 

Pastor Leigh 

 

Special Points of Interest 
 

› October 7 Music    

Ministry Meeting at 10 

AM 

› October 7 PBC     

Yard Sale              

Wed & Thurs          

Oct 4 & 5 Drop Off/Set

-up  6:30-8 PM 

› October 9               

Columbus Day                   

Church Office Closed 

› October 22              

Laity Sunday 

› October 22 FREE 

Lunch                     

Distribution           

12:30 PM  

› October 23          

Blood Drive 4-7 PM 
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FROM THE TRUSTEES 
 

Submitted by Cheryl Greene 

 
Buildings, like people, age accordingly. As we 
celebrate our 175

th
 Anniversary, we are working 

to restore our building up to code and repair the 
signs of aging so we can continue our service to 
God and our community. 
 

The projects we are currently undertaking are 
the following: 
 

› The glass in the large window and 

smaller window in the parlor have been 
replaced. 

› KCWA is requiring all commercial build-

ings in RI to upgrade our drinking water 
and sprinkler system to an install a RPZ 
backflow device on both systems to pro-
tect drinking water.  We have 3 quotes 
that will be brought before the church for 
approval. 

› The back walkway above the back park-

ing lot is in need of repair. I am meeting 
with contractors to determine what needs 
to be done. 

› The church is in need of re-staining.  Any 

volunteers? 
› We are also looking at hiring a land-

scaper for the front and side of the 
church building. 

 

Phenix Baptist Church “building” is where we 
meet as a church family.  We are proud of 
the space we meet in, but even prouder of 
the outreach work we do in our community, 
learning and spreading the word of God. 
 

Thank you all for your part in worshiping in 
and maintaining our house of worship. 
 

1 Corinthians 14:26  What then shall 

we say, brothers? When you come to-

gether, everyone has a hymn, or a 

word of instruction All of these must 

be done for the strengthening of the 

church. 

Cheryl 

 
 

 
Maybel Dreyer—26th 
Makayla Doyle—28th 

 
 
 

 

Linda & Lucien Martin—22nd 
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OCTOBER 2017OCTOBER 2017  

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS   
  

Worship LeaderWorship Leader——Jim PlummerJim Plummer  
                    

Special Music 
October 1—Janice Cook 
October 15—Lora Lynch 
 

Children’s Chat 
October 1—Linda Marshall 
October 22—Martha Buxton 
 

Worship Nursery 
October 1—Janice Cook & Makayla Lawrence 
October 8—Judy Brown & Alex Lynch 
October 15—Carolyn Lynch & Lora Lynch 
October 22—Joan LeBelle & Makayla Lawrence 
October 29—Ann LeBelle & Brian Lynch 
 

Counters 
October 1—Lora Lynch & Janice Cook 
October 8—Judy Brown & Justin Marshall 
October 15—Janice Cook & Judy Brown 
October 22—Cheryl Greene & Ann LeBelle 
October 29—Janet Picard & Janice Cook 
 
 

Lunch On the Square:    
Team:  Janice & Lois 
12:30 p.m. October 22 



 

 

 

Music Ministry Rehearsal  

Saturday, October 7th  

10:00 a.m.  in the Sanctuary.  
 

Come, make a joyful noise unto the Lord! 
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YARD/CLOTHING SALE 

BAKE SALE 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7
th

 

8:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phenix Baptist Church 

2 Fairview Avenue 

West Warwick, RI 02893 

401-821-1618 

 

 

November 17th 
 

 

We're very excited about our upcoming Mission-
Works planned with our partners in RI and invite you 
to join with us and experience the excitement of 
missions. Our keynote speakers are Rev. Morris 
Stimage-Norwood of the Greater New Life Church in 
Springfield and Rev. Lisa Harris of AB Home Mis-
sion Societies. We're offering an off-site mission op-
portunity with Habitat on Friday morning and after-
noon as well as a mission project at the hotel on 
Friday for White Cross. 
  

We have a low, group rate of $90 at the DoubleTree 
by Hilton at Leominster.. You may book your hotel 
room now by calling (978) 534-9000. Please specify 
TABCOM when calling and the code is "TAB."   



 

FROM THE DEACONS 
 

Submitted by Jim Plummer 

 

 
Devotional 

The Symphony 

by American Bible Society 

The foreigner stands before the council of phi-
losophers. He’s a Jewish rabbi preaching about 
another Jewish rabbi, but his message has ex-
ploded out of his homeland and across the 
world. He’s used to explaining how Jesus fulfills 
the Jewish prophecies, but now there’s a differ-
ent fulfillment to be discussed. Here in Athens, 
his hearers are longing for meaning, craving a 
connection with the divine. Paul can see a 
whole culture reaching out for the Creator. It’s in 
their altars. It’s in their poetry. 

Already he has fought for the right to bring his 
Jewish message to non-Jews. Some of his 
Christian colleagues want to restrict the Good 
News to the “chosen people.” But Paul has 
been banking on biblical promises about Israel 
being a light for the nations. As he sees it, the 
“chosen people” were chosen as a conduit for 
God’s worldwide redemption. 

And so Paul addresses this new target audi-
ence of seekers and skeptics. He starts where 
they are: their worship, their ideas, their art. He 
recognizes the Athenians’ longing as a univer-
sal one, spanning cultures. What if all the 
world’s religions, art, farming methods, music, 
scientific research, philosophical searching—
throughout millennia—were ways of reaching 
out in the dark, searching for God?  

Suddenly, our satellite image of the globe 
zooms in on the intimate. God is not far 
from each one of us, Paul says. How near is 
he? We’re his family. Our continuing existence 
flows from him. The rabbi is now riffing on the 
poetry of Greek culture, marrying it to his own 
tale of redemption. The point is striking: this 
God who created the world—including the vast 
diversity of national and cultural identity—
actually knows our own particular hearts.  

 
Both parts of this message—universal and 
particular—are crucial. Imagine the longings 
of various people-groups, in places all over 
the planet, expressed in multiple lan-
guages—all combining in a symphony, each 
culture a different instrument in the lush 
soundscape. 

But then listen for that solo violinist standing 
to offer a singular sound: This God “is what I 
am going proclaim to you.” It’s no longer a 
searching in the dark. The way is being pro-
claimed. It’s near. It’s readable. We can 
learn it. 

Why does the Bible matter for your friends? 
Because they were designed to reach out 
and search for God, and the Bible is a point 
of connection.  

 

In His Service 

Jim 
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There will not be a Movie Night in 

October. See you in November! 



The Beginning of The Lippitt and Phenix Baptist Church 
 

The Pawtuxet River flowing thru Phenix village, on its way to the sea, passes a structure, known to 
the residents as the Phenix Baptist Church. The villages of the Pawtuxet Valley grew, so their need 
for places of worship made it necessary for the General Assembly of Rhode Island to grant charters 
for the organization of churches and Sunday Schools. In 1827 such a charter was granted to the Lip-
pitt and Phenix Sabbath School Society. This society was educational as well as religious, as many 
mill families would attend service in the morning and if they wish could attend school in the after-
noon, to learn to read and write.  
 

Reverend Jonathan Brayton was an extraordinary person born in Cranston R.I. June 12,1811. 
Baptized at the age of sixteen he was an ardent churchman all his life. At eighteen he moved to 
Providence and learned the carpenters trade. He worked to organize and help build the Roger Wil-
liams Baptist Church. He was a teacher and taught for three years in Fall River, Ma, then, for a brief 
period at Friend’s school (Moses Brown) and Kingston Academy.  He entered Hamilton Literary and 
Theological Institute in New York and studied for the ministry. Then After six years of ministry he 
was forced to resign, although he later resumed his duties and ministered to various congregations 
throughout the state, he always kept in touch with the Phenix church. He was three times elected to 
the General Assembly from Warwick and served fifteen years as President of the Centerville Na-
tional Bank, and ten years as President of the Rhode Island State Baptist Convention. His activities 
show that he was concerned not only with the spiritual part of life, but also the civic and social side 
as well.  
  
The fall of 1841 was marked in the entire state by unprecedented displays of the spirit’s power, a lar-
ger number having been added to our churches in Rhode Island than in any other associational year 
before. For this glorious harvest time God had long been preparing the reapers. Our Reverend Bray-
ton having been converted in childhood, was at once called to the spirit of the ministry, yet shut up in 
secular pursuits against his dearest desire, was by a terrible accident delivered from business life 
and gently forced in to the preparing for the ministry. As the time of his graduation from seminary 
drew near he heard the spirit’s unmistakable call “GO TO PHENIX” To his perplexed response: Lord 
there is no church or Christian workers there known to me there, nor any acquaintances except my 
own unconverted brothers” Again came the answer “GO TO PHENIX” with this searching addition 
“Go home to thine own, and tell what great things the Lord has done for thee.” “Wherefore he was 
not disobedient to the heavenly vision” but refusing the pastorate of a flourishing church in New 
York, came straightaway to Phenix.  
 
Rev. Brayton, at that time was working as a missionary for the Rhode Island State Baptist conven-
tion and appointed “to labor at Natick and vicinity.” While also making inquiries in Phenix: there he 
found William B. Spencer, and told him of the spirit’s directions and received encouragement and 
sympathy. Brother Spencer invited him to come and preach at the school house, which he did to an 
audience of thirteen.   
                                                                                      
 Meanwhile at the October meeting of the convention, held in Wickford, the subject was brought up, 
and the board appointed the Rev. Thomas Wilkes, the Pastor of the Warwick and Coventry Church, 
a committee “to look over the ground and see how much money could be raised preach-
ing”. Mr. Wilkes visited the villages of Phenix and Lippitt and obtained subscriptions of 
$30.00 and meetings were immediately commenced in the schoolhouse.  
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In January of 1842, a protracted meeting was started in the school – house, which soon became so 
interesting that all who wished to attend were accommodated. Those in charge soon applied to the 
Methodist Society, who were then using the ‘Tatem’ meeting house owned by Deacon Joseph Cha-
pin of Providence, for permission to occupy that house, which was courteously granted for two 
weeks. Almost as soon as the first meeting was held, “the presence of God was being visibly felt” 
and some souls were converted right away equally both men and woman were converted (twenty-
five souls to be exact), which was also augmented by twenty -nine converts, who were all baptized 
on January 30

th
 in the icy Pawtuxet river. The first to go in to the icy Pawtuxet that January day, were 

John McGregor, Jason Stone, & Stephen Greene.( It has been said , it was so cold, they had to 
cut the ice with saws)  Most were all members of regular Baptist churches in the area, whom on the 
evening of January 10, 1842 agreed to organize themselves into a church of Christ, Prior to organiz-
ing themselves, letters had been sent out to the neighboring churches in the city of Providence and 
the surrounding area calling for a Council for publicly recognizing them under the name of the LIP-
PITT AND PHENIX BAPTIST CHURCH.  
 
In compliance with this call, a council was assembled on the 20

th
 of January which consisted of dele-

gates from the First and Pine Street Baptist churches in Providence, and the churches of Wickford, 
Warwick, Coventry, Natick, Second Richmond, Awkright and Fiskville and Exeter, Elder John 
Dowling of Providence was chosen moderator, and Elder E.K. Fuller, Clerk. In the afternoon of the 
same day the public recognition services were held in the Tatum Meeting House before the two-
week period they had been given expired.  The Pastors in attendance were, The Rev. J. Dowling 
D.D. who preached the sermon, The Rev. John H. Baker offered the prayer of recognition, Rev. Tho-
mas Wilkes gave the hand of fellowship, and the Rev. J.R. Stone gave the charge to the church. 
Just then the church assumed the name of “The Lippitt and Phenix Baptist Church” of Warwick, R.I. 
(The town of West Warwick wasn’t incorporated until 1913, up until then the village of Phenix was a 
part of Warwick R.I.)  

Pictures of Phenix Village 
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Tatem Meeting House built 1829.  This is the 
place where the first members met for two 
weeks.       

The flood of 1886 going over the       
Harris Bridge.      

Showing water entirely across the street a 
short distance westerly from Fire Station. Where the Harris Dam burst and washed 

out the Pawtuxet Valley Railroad.                                      



     

2017 WHITE CROSS REQUEST 
 
 
In September we received 2 Bibles. Remember how the Bonilla family told us the people 
wanted to learn more about Jesus? Let’s gather more Bibles to send by early December. Dawn 
Santos at House of Hope has also agreed to accept some items for the homeless from us. The 
request at this point is: 
 

3 NIV Bibles (these could be paperback)   12 bandanas 
1 book first class U.S. postage stamps     2 boxes granola bars 
4 pkgs, 10" paper plates (100 count)   12 hand sanitizers 
2 pkgs highlighters    12 deodorants 
2 scissors - Fiskars for kids     12 toothbrushes 
3 pkgs women's sport socks     12 toothpaste 
 

There will be a larger request coming soon. It feels so good to be God’s hands in this world. 
God be our inspiration in all we do. 

 

Laurie Johnson 
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Isaiah 58:10 Feed the hungry, and help those in 

trouble. Then your light will shine out from the 

darkness, and the darkness around you will be as 

 
 
 
 
 

Operation Christmas Child program provides shoebox 
gifts around the world to children in need.  Copies of 
promotional materials are at the church or see Martha 
Buxton for more details.   Thank you! 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8p6Vs9dTd2sAM0uJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzY2hnZ3N2BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANiM2E3NDhkYjNiZWNhYmEwYzAxMzNiODFmOTMyYThiNgRncG9zAzkzBGl0A2Jpbmc-?back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=white+cross&n=60&e


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Concerns 
 
Azuriah who broke his ankle 
Norm Roberts family on his passing 
Trudy March’s family on her passing 
Those dealing with natural disasters 
Richard Conklin who has cancer 
Cheryl’s neighbor Kathy  
Dino Galiano who won battle of cancer many 
years ago; annual follow-70 showed cancer back 
throughout his body 
Raymond healing for his hand 
Sandy in Hospice; peace in her final days 
Stan LaPlante – shingles 
Steve’s niece Christina 
Laura with lung cancer 
Walter’s grand daughter  
Financial situation of our church; Growth of our 
church 
Pam – cataract 
Neighbor Kathy still in rehab; not doing well 
Yvette Kenner 
Starlie & Family (Laurie’s daughter) 
Conflicts within our families 
Our President/country/All Servicemen and 
women/all those in government 
Kathy Medeiros with severe back pain from her 
cancer 
Ashley’s son surgery for cleft pallet 
Continued prayers for Jim Norman 
Georgia Valentine-stroke/heart attack 
Angie progressive cancer and family issues 
Maureen Seidel  
Mark De Costa and family.  Mark has cancer and 
in need of a liver 
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Patrick Slinko  
All those seeking employment; all those who are 
homeless 
Cynthia stroke/paralyzed right side 
Karen  
Sarah Buxton  
Sharon experimental treatment for metastasized 
cancer 
Jen that she will have continued healing  
Ken 
Tom very rare blood condition  
Peter Brown rare form of cancer 
Jason 
Christopher-healing 
Bill Lima  
Those dealing with depression, addictions and 
loneliness, the loss of a loved one and relation-
ship issues, forgiveness to hurtful words and ac-
tions 
Shyanne’s family-continued prayers 
Al Picard-continued prayers 
Sandy  
Jacob Smith 
John Hart 
Chuck Theroux  
Those dealing with cancer – Jen, Cathy, Hildi-
gard, Marie 
Pat Lawton  
Marie Holland 
Young niece-ACI 

 

 



 

 October 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

9:00 Prayer  
Time 
9:30 Sunday 
School 
10:30 Prayer  
Time 
11:00 Worship 

2 

6:00-9:00 PM 
South Pointe  
Mtgs 

3 

6:30 Finance Mtg 
6:30 Bible Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 

4 

10:00 PBC Study 
Group  
6:00 Midweek    
Worship Service 
6:30-8:00 Yard Sale 
Drop Off/Set-Up 
7:00 Deacons Mtg 

5 

6:30 Knit &  
Crochet 
Group 
6:30-8:00  
Yard Sale  
Drop  
Off/Set-Up 

6 7 

8:00 AM-1:00 PM 
PBC Yard/
Rummage Sale 
10:00 Music  
Ministry Meeting 

8 

9:00 Prayer  
Time 
9:30 Sunday 
School 
10:30 Prayer  
Time 
11:00 Worship 

9 

6:00-9:00 PM 
South Pointe  
Mtgs 
6:30 Christian  
Ed Mtg 
 

COLUMBUS  
DAY 

Office Closed 

10 

6:30 Bible Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 

11 

10:00 PBC Study 
Group  
6:00 Midweek    
Worship Service 
 

12 

6:30 Knit &  
Crochet 
Group 
 

13 14 

 

15 

9:00 Prayer  
Time 
9:30 Sunday 
School 
10:30 Prayer  
Time 
11:00 Worship 

16 

6:00-9:00 PM 
South Pointe  
Mtgs 
6:00 PM  
Missions Mtg 
 
 

National Boss  
Day 

17 

6:30 Bible Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 

18 

10:00 PBC Study 
Group  
6:00 Midweek    
Worship Service 

19 

6:30 Knit &  
Crochet 
Group 

20 21 

22 

9:00 Prayer  
Time 
9:30 Sunday 
School 
10:30 Prayer  
Time 
11:00 Worship 
12:30 FREE  
Lunch 
Distribution 
 

LAITY 
SUNDAY 

23 

6:00-9:00 PM 
South Pointe  
Mtgs 
4:00-7:00 PM 
BLOOD DRIVE 

24 

6:30 Bible Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 

25 

10:00 PBC Study 
Group  
6:00 Midweek    
Worship Service 

26 

6:30 Knit &  
Crochet 
Group 

27 28 

NO MOVIE NIGHT 
IN OCTOBER 

29 

9:00 Prayer  
Time 
9:30 Sunday 
School 
10:30 Prayer  
Time 
11:00 Worship 

30 

6:00-9:00 PM 
South Pointe  
Mtgs 

31 

6:30 Bible Study  
 
Girl Scouts  
(3-4:30 PM) 
 

HALLOWEEN 
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Phenix Baptist Church Purpose 

 

 We are called by God to tell everyone about Jesus.   

We invite you into a personal relationship with Him and into our community of  

changed lives where we support each other, praise God together, and share our gifts in love. 


